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Some errors in the punctuation have eſcaped timely 


notice, which, it is hoped, the candid reader will excuſe. 
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I chief denten of the following 

curſory refledions is to encou- 
rage the ſpirit of free inveſtigation, 
reſpetting the moſt important of all 
ſubjects, Religion; and at the ſame 
time to guard thoſe who indulge it 
againſt the danger of being ſo cap- 
tivated with the charms of novelty, 
asto run into new errors, while they 
are giving up the old; and to this 
end, recommend to them, a due at- 
tention to firſt, and generally allowed 
principles, and the plain obvious ſenſe 
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of the ſacred writings. A too ſuper- 


ficial-regard to this mode of conduct 
in their inquiries, and, as the natu- 


ral conſequence of it, a too haſtily | 
decided judgment, has been the inlet 


of many N and dange- 
rous errors. 
It is really lamentable that a reli- 


gion ſo plain and ſimple, in all its 


eſſential articles, as that of CRRIST, 
and ſo intereſting to mankind, ſhould 


be ſo miſerably diſtorted and mangled 


by fallible men as it has been, more 
or leſs, ever ſince its firſt promulga- 


tion, and; indeed, ever will be, till the 
— ſpirit of free inquiry has had its full 
ſcope, and prevails upon its profeſſors 
to give up their merely human creeds, 


and philoſophical refinements, and unite 


in the unadulterated doctrine of the 
Bixz. 
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The author of theſs animadverſions 
does not expe& to meet with the ap- 


probation of the violent partiſans of 


either the orthodox or heterodox - tide, 
becauſe he is no friend to party deſ- 
potiſm, but pleads for plain ſcriptural 
Chriſtianity, moderation, and peace. 

There are, however, two points 


which appear to him to deſerve the 


moſt ſerious regard; and ſhould not 
be ſo dogmatically oppoſed, and pe- 
remptorily decided againſt, as they 
too often are, viz: the mediation of 
Cunxlsr, or his death as an atoning 


facrifice for the fins of men; and the 
influentes of the Diving ts ve upon 


the human mind, in order to that 
repentance towards God, faith in the 


LoxvyJesvs Cur 157, and obedience 

to his goſpel, which is neceffary to our 

eternal happineſs. For theſe impor-: 
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tant truths, as they are ſtated in the 
Holy Scriptures, he profefſes himſelf 
an advocate, at the ſame time that he 
is ſo for free inquiry, being very con- 
fident, that if ſuch inquiry be con- 
duQted with true Chriſtian humility, 
fincerity, and candour, the reſult will 
be in their favour :—They are, in- 
deed, ſo conſonant to the feelings 
of the human mind, that the Hea- 
thens themſelves have generally ac- 
knowledged them, as their ſacrifices 
and prayers teſtify, = 

The author begs leave here to als 


in the. firſt place, chat theſe reflec- 


tionsare really thoſe of a man upwards 
of four ſcore, who, from his earlieſt, 
youth to this day, bas made religion 
his particular ſtudy ; conſidered the 
ſubjed again and again, and delibe- 
ti woghed. the various opinions. 
OY "> Sn about 
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about it, which have ſo unhappily 


he 

elf divided the Chriſtian Church, as they 
he came in his way; and this with all 
n- the impartiality of a ſincere lover of 


truth. The candid conſideration of 
this circumſtance, he hopes, will apo- 
logiſe to the critical reader ſor the 
want of vigour in the ſentiment, and 
accuraracy in the compoſition of the 
work before him; and alſo ſerve to 

moderate the zeal of the young bigot ' 
in favour of his party notions,” on the 
infallibility of which he is apt to 
depend with ſuch "decided confi- 
dence; a confidence which (if capable 
of the leaſt degree of ſerious reflec- 
tion) he will find grow weaker as he 
grows in years, and ws rr in un⸗ 
derſtanding. 
In the Leuna N be debres it 
n that when he ſpeaks of 


B 3 common 
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commonſenſe, reſpe cuing religion, he 
means, That power or capacity in 
% mankind, which we call mind, or 
*. reaſon endued with moral light and 
r feeling, by which they are enabled 
« to difcern the difference between 
« moral good and evil; find-a pecu- 
. liar ſatisfaction in the one, and pain 
. and miſery in the other.“ This 


is what conſtitutes in man the eſſen- 
tial diſtinction between Hix and the 


Brute, and is indeed neceſſary to ren- 
der Hin a proper ſubject of the moral 
een A 1 2 

To this principle in our nature, 
* it reaſon, inſtin, conſcience, 
moral ſenſe, Cux isi, the Spirit, or 
what we will) TzuTH is particularly 
agreeable; ſhould preſide in all our 
i after it, and guide and form 


our judgment concerning it.— He 
15 3 calls 


(I 

calls it common ſenſe, becauſe it is 
common to all mankind, more or 
leſs;' the law written in all they? 
hearts, by the finger of Gop®, even 
in theirs, who have not that exter- 
nal ſcriptural revelation which we en- 
joy; and is to. them, {through ſuch 
flarther aid as the divine goodneſs 
may afford them) their onLy guide in 


SRLACET 


and which enables them to work that 
_ righteouſneſs which is accepted of HIM. 
This was certainly the caſe with re- 
ſpe to the firſt fathers of mankind, 


'* This principle is, by many, called the Light or 
Law of Nature ; and the religion ariſing out of it, the 
Religion of Nature :—And what is Nature, but the 
creature of Goo; or that conſtitution, 8 or 
order of things, which Hz has appointed ? The 

light of nature, therefore, in man, is as really and. 
truly from the Father of Lights, as what they call, in 
contradiſtinction to it, Revelation and the religion 
al the former, as entirely owing to his gracious bene» 
yolence as the latter, 


the concerns of religion and morals, 


[viii 


| before:the books of Moſes, appeared, 


which were probably the firſt-authen- 
tic | records ; of. a div ine 1 revelation ; 
was the caſe afterwards with the ge- 


nerality of the Gentile world, and is 
ſo now with thoſe nations where our 


Bizi.z is not known. And, in fat, 


this. internal principle is, even to us, 
the common medium by which we 


judge whether our BIS IE itſelf be, 
indeed, a revelation from Gop z and 
are enabled to give a reaſon why we 
prefer it to the Koran of Mahomed, or 
any other pretended diſcovery of the 
divine will; or, in a word, OP we 
are Chriſtians and not Infidels : 


- reaſon i is, we find that the — 


doftrines of the BIS IE ſurpriſingly 


anſwer to this internal principle, and 


the juſt ſenſe of our condition as 
n under the man government 


ob 0 


L* ] 


. orb: andte the fears, defires,and 
* hopes thence ariſing. © 8e th 
's Were we to addreſs Seen 
* e to perſuade him to em- 
8 brace Chriſtianity, we muſt begin here? 
* muſt remind him of the law written 


in his heart; and endeavour to take 
hold of thoſe more general moral 
principles and feelings of which he 
is already poſſeſſed, and then point 
out ſuch truths in our written revela- 
tion, as correſpond with them, and ate 
beſt ſuited to throw farther light upon 
what he but obſcurely perceives; and 
as his underſtanding opens, and his 
moral ſenſe awakens, diſplay the cha- 
rater of Jxsvs Cuntsr, as a SAvt- 
ouR ; his power, dignity, and bene · 
volence; ſuitability and excellence; 
and ſhe him that he is juſt ſuch a 
Saviour as he wants. For chis pur- 


poſe 
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be had experienced before. 
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eſpecially) will furniſtr us with plenty 
of che moſt pertinent and convincing 
materials. An Heathen thus inſt ruct- 
ed, would find new ſources of know- þ 
ledge, virtue, and happineſs opening 
upon him, infinitely more exalted, 
abundant, and delightful, than ever 
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The Neceſſity and Importance of free In 
quiry in Religion. 75 

"HERE is ſomething in religion 10 
conſonant to the nature of man, and 

"bis nioral feelings, that there are very 
few of us who can be ſatisfied without 
ſome pretenſions to it ; but, at the ſame 
time, there is a ſtrong propenſity in too 
many to corrupt it; or, as the apoſtle. 
expreſſes it, pervert the right way of the. 


Lord, in order to accommodate it to their 


depraved inclinations, 


( n ) f 1 , 
{ This miſchievous dif dun — — to 


the firſt man born of woman, and has 
continued to do ſo, more or leſs, even to 
this day. For, though far more abun- 
dant Jight has been thrown upon ſacred 
' TRUTH, under this laſt diſpenſation of 
the goſpel, with which we are favoured, 
by the miniſtry of the So of Gop him- 
- ſelf, and his divinely inſpired ſervants; 
yet it was ſoon adulterated by men of 
corrupt minds, The Jewiſh Plariſce, 
and the Gentile Philoſopher, profeſſing 
Chriſtianity, tos often mixed their re- 
| ſpeftive prejudices -with its pureſt doc- 
trines, even in the apoſtolic age. In the 
next * My ages, the corruption 
nn. 4 


* The apoſtle tells het Ar offered 8 
more excellent (oN unos more abundant ) ſacrifice than Cain, 
That is, ſay ſome learned critics, offered, not only the 
Minhoa, or meat offering, but the life of an animal 
alſo, as believing in the promiſe of the forgiveneſs of 
fin, through the medium of atoning blood, to which Cain 
paid no regard.——Sce Dr. Kennicott's Diſſertation on 
the Sacrifice of Cain and Abel, 


Ts? 
prevailed to ſuch a degree, that, at laft, 
little more than the mere outlines of that 
bleſſed religion was to be found amongſt 
the generality of its profeſſors, till the 
Proteſlant Reformation took place; and 
ſince that happy period, too many of the 
doctrines of that reformation have been, 
and ſtill continue to BY moſt 2 
corrupted. 8 

The general ſource of this evil is the 
depravity of the human nature, and thoſe 
wrong habits of thinking, that ariſe from 
education, human creeds, and the faſhion 
of the times; but more particularly from 
the PRIDE OF INTELLECT, or that ſelt- 
conceited confidence in the all-ſufficiency 
of our own reaſon, to comprehend every 
thing in religion, which we are ſo prone 
to indulge, and which too often leads us 
to renounce plain common ſenſe, in 
order to gratify the vain ambition of 
being w/e above what is written; or, which 
is much the ſame thing as to the conſe- 
quenge, to pay a prepoſterous homago to 


our 


4? 
dur own" inventions, or thoſe of other 
Men, whom we wiſh to follow, rather 
than ſubmir to the authority of the divine 
word, taken in its plain, ſimple, obvious 
meaning. Our reaſon, undoubtedly, 
ought to be uſed in the ſacred buſirieſs of 
religion, but we ſhould be very cautious 

. leſVit carry us beyond the line. 
As a principal means in the hand of 
the Divine Providence of remedying this 
evil, we may conſider the sI AIT or 
; FREE INQUIRY, Which has of late years 
fo greatly prevailed, not only in this 
country, but alſo in ſome others, where 
it has not the ſame” encouragement as 


with us. 

| To anſwer this important end, this 
Fpicit i is peculiarly adapted: it naturally 
tends to penetrate and diſpel the dark 
ueſs that hangs over the mind of man; to 
open it to conviction, remove its prejudi- 

ces and bigotted attachment to peculiar 

forms and inventions of men; to enlarge 

i views, inſpire it with the love of 

truth, 


” 


truth, and animate-its Feſearthes after the 
knowledge of it, and if this ſpirit be ſin- 
cere, the genuine offspring of the rA; 
THER OF LIGHTS, it will never reſt till 
it has brought the profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity to acquieſce in the o LY external 
rule, or infallible ſtandard of religious 
verity, the BIILT, underſtood in its na- 
tive ſimplicity and latitude of expreſſion, 
unſophiſticated by the ſuper- ort hodoxy 
of our high- flying theologians on the 
one hand, and the capricious refinemerits 
of our MERE eine and nn on 
the other.. 

This propenſity in deem OR 
examine what is propoſed to it under the 
idea of divine truth, is natural, and ariſes 
from the conſcioufnefs we feel of an in- 
herent right of thinking and judging for 
ourſelves about it; if we have no ſuch 
right, our inquiries here can be of no uſe 
but to torment us, or, at heſt to amuſe us 
with empty ſpeculations. Our bleſſed. 
LOND, at ſuppoſes ſuch a right. 

PEN when 
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3 
When he bids us ſearch the Scriptures ; 


2 for to what purpoſe do we ſearch them, 


if, when we have done ſo, we are not per- 
matted to judge for ourſelves concerning 
the truths we are there taught, but are 
obliged to ſubmit entirely to the judg- 
ment of other fallible men; or before 
we venture to believe any of the doc- 
trines, or praftiſe any of the duties of re- 
ligion, however importantto our happi- 
neſs, muſt wait the determination of 
ſome general council or ſynod of divines, 
and this to be enforced by the authority 
of the ſtate ; and, perhaps, aſter all, be 
compelled, upon the ſevereſt penalties, 
to believe and do what eur own conſci- 
ences abſolutely forbid ? This, in fact, 
has been too often the caſe; for this ſpirit 
of free inveſtigation in religion has been 
always ſtrenuouſiy oppoſed by that of 
dogmatical bigotry, ſuperſtition, and 
eccleſiaſtical deſpotiſm, in every Chriſ- 
tian country, more or leſs, and ſome- 
times with the utmoſt rage of perſecu- 
ting violence, under the pretence of its 

| dangeraus 
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dangerous: tendency. It muſt indeed de 
confeſſed, that this ſpirit has now and 


then, in ſome inſtances, loſt its way, and 
led the unwary into error; but, notwith» 


ſtanding this, where it has been molt pre- 


valent, and met with the moſt, encoy- 
ragements, its exertions have. been pro- 
ductive of the moſt important and ſa- 
lutary effects, particularly within the 
two laſt centuries, as appears with glo- 
rious eyidence in the delivetance of 
che church from the tyranny and cor- 
ruptions of Popery ; the eager thirſt atter 
knowledge that prevails amongſt all 
ranks of people here; the expulſion. of 
the Jeſuits, the abridgment of the pa- 

pal power in Germany, and elſewhere; 
and the late aſtoniſhing effort in favour 
of civil and religious liberty, that bas 
taken place in France, and which has 
produced one of the moſt extraordinary 
national revolutions ever recorded in the 
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ln mult be confelled Was the enchrating proſpet 
chat ſeeteck to be opening upon us at the beginning 
of \this Revolution, (when the above was written,) 
has been ſince miſerably obſcured with the horrid 
gloom of anarchy, and fuchdeeds of violence, injuſtice, 
and eruelty, as are, to the laft degree, ſhocking to bo 
manity, und cover the fair face of liberty with con- 
fuſion. - But it is to be »haped, after. ſome farther 
painful ſtruggles amongſt themſelves, and rebuke» 
_ from the Azuicury for their national vices, they 
will unite in Tome form of government, couſiſtent 
vith the en ſoyment of juſt and rationil freed om, ard 
that prace and govd will towards the reſt· of mankind 
Which true; Chriſtianity teaches. At preſent, they 
appear to be too much under the influence of a ſet of 


men of the moſt abandondly vicious characters that 


ever difgriced human nature, 'white/therwifeanll che 
eren by their ſpecious pretemees, wr {ter 


ers: 
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it forte.” 


. Thivnotowes written Jintiry 22, 2303 Rive | 


| whiph we have been inſormed, that this deſperate 
Aion have ſhed the blood of their late king ! | ! 


| by their ſavage menaoes, - behold the dreadful | 
rrent of miſery coming upon them unable to reſi | 
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red wathithe-prediflions we nd in our 
BipLes relative $0 che more univ 


| ſpread of the Goſpel, we apy very ratior 


nally conchuge, that ſome great. change 
forthe better in the religious and moral 
ſtate of the world is approaching. When 
the dark clouds that nao vel the fovely - 
face of xR VNR, will be ſpelled, ang 
her ſincere votaries haye the waytteradle 


pleaſure of -beholding ber in all her nav 
tive ſimplicity : and beauty, and even, 


ſpecies of amy erer , | 
earth, anc}. 
| Through the provalencs of (this in⸗ 
quiſitive ſpirit, the various dyſtems af 
unſcriptural orthodoxy, Which haue been 
invented ich ſo much Jabouredart,.and 


ſupported wich ſuehurious zeal among 


Chriſtians, begin to hake gven to _ - 
fountiatipn, and. the poor, aſianiſhad. 
biget ſands teembling for the ſate of hie 
endeavour to hide their week. * 
{av} C2. | Ball 
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Roman Catholics (as they are called) of 
the preſent day, very ſenſibly feel the 
power of this ſpirit enlightening their 
underſtandings, weakening their preju- 
dices, enlarging their hearts, and inſpi- 

ring them with a degree of candour and 
moderation unknown to their anceſtors, 
That fyſtem in divinity, in particular, 
which repreſents the ſovereign power 
and juſtice of the Detry at perpetual 
variance -with his benevolence and 
mercy ; his ſecret will, as operating in 
dire& contradiction to the moſt expreſſed 
declarations, of his revealed, and which, 
therefore, ſo manifeſtly tends to over- 
* the very: foundations of his moral 
in our world; this ſhocking 


ſyſtem of Aniinomean theology, though 
once countenanced too much by ſome 
few learned and even pious divines, in 
— ͤ ragtepehenra 


half aramed of their folly. Even tte 
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funk into obſcurity, renounced by the 
moſt ſerious and judicious Calviniſts them+ 
ſelves, and favoured only by a few igna- 
rant and ſelf-conceited men, who by 
their bluſtering noiſe about truth, free 


. grace, the Goſpel, &c, and railing at all 


who differ from them, by which they 
generally dillinguiſh themſelves, may, 
indeed, impoſe upon a few weak well. 
meaning Chriſtians for a time, but will 
never be able to make a laſting impreſ- 
ſion upon any truly ſerious and thinking 
mind, in favour of their ſentiments, or, 
attach to their party any man of com- 


mon ſenſe, endued with the leaſt ſpark, 


of the light that attends the ſpirit of libe- 
ral inveſtigation, The great danger to 
a fincere inquirer, not ſufficiently cau- 
tious, ariſes from a quite oppoſite quar- 
ter, the ſophiſtical dexterity of our more 
enlightened theological chymiſts, the 
minute philoſophers, and hyper-critics, 
who, under the pretence of analyſing 
1 er N the doftrines of Chriſtianity 

5 C3 by 


\ (As) 
dy the fiferngtt of their own Fallible $642 | 
fen evaporate their eſſential ſpirit, and 
hee us nothing comparatively, but a 

Mere caput mortuum, a ſomething with- 
züt taſte, and without efficacy.” It 'is 
HEN the honeſt inquirer, if not very 


AfiRly upon bis guard, is in danger of 
 lofing Mis way. The brilliancy of genius, 


the glare of ne light, the loud boaſts of 
fuptriv? Knowledge and rationality, ſo 
common amongſt thefe gentlemen, all 


- © Eonſpire to dazzle his underftanding, 


| confound his judgment, and lead him, 
» before he Knows where he is, into many 
groſs and often dangerous errors. Hence 
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The ua 7 great Cure and Circunſpec 
ton in our Inquiries. N 


HERE is ſcarcely any a s aw | 
common than to ſee mankind runs 
ning out of one extreme into another, 
even in religion, through the too. great 
conſidenge they have in their own mens 
tal powers. Hence, while they throw off 
the ſhackles of an irrational bigotted 
attachment to merely human creeds, and 
ſyſtems of divinity. with which the 


church has been fo long peſtered,” they 
are ſo charmed with their new. light, and 


their minds open ſo widely and eagerly 
after novelty,” that they fwallow, with 


greedineſs, every thing propoſed to them 
under the pleaſing idea of truth, not be- 
fore diſeovered.* One new thought ex- 
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* And yet ſometimes, the 
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cites another, and that another, and ſo 
on with ſuch rapidity as will not ſuffer 
them to reſlect, till, before they are 
aware, they are plunged into the dark 
gulph of falſe philoſophy, or that pre- 
ſumptuous wiſdom of fallible and de. 
praved men, who ſet their faces againſt 
the religion of CHRIST, or its eſſential 
and at eeta OO at leaſt; 

which 


? 
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Superſlitious Dupe, with a mind half enlightened, and 
beginning to reaſon without grace, is ſeen to ruſh 
headlong into downright Atheiſm. On the other 
hand, the Atheiſt ſometimes finds a ray of light break- 
ing into his ' benighted foul; his moral ſenſe is awa- 
kened, and therefore, after a'} his reaſonings againſt 
it, he fears there may be à God, and à future ſtate of 
exiſtence, where he can expect nothing but miſery. 
In this diſtreſo, he looks about him for relief; he ima- 
| gines ſuperſtition can give it, without the painful 
trouble of repentance and reformation, He applics to. 

-the prieft; conſeſſes his ins ; pays his fine, and re- 
ceives abſolution, with leave to go on in his beloved 
courſe of vicious pleaſures without any danger, only 
repeatiug the ſams farce occalionally, as new —4 
ariſe. 


„5 
which the Apoſtle calls vain philaſapysg 
a-philoſophy, whoſe pretended light in 
religion, is real darkneſs; darkni/s that 
may be felt, and has been fearfully ſo in ĩts 
frong deluſions, If metaphyſical fpeculas 
tion happens to be the'taſte of its proſeſ- 
ſors, they will aim at philoſophyſing 
Chriſlianity; and, in order to bring iti ſub. 
lime doQrines into à perfect confiſtenc 
with their partially enlightened W | 
will labour to reduce them to the level 
of its comprehenſions.— They think not 
only freely, but even licentioufly. If vers. 
bal criticiſm be their ruling paſſion, they 
will 00 n, upon 1880 e texts 
n that 


Fru philoſophy is ee a real friend tp 
true religion, the geligion of Curr and many 
its moſt celebrated profeſſors have pleaded the < Cal 
of that religion with great ability and ſucceſs ; 
are both derived from the ſame fountain, the 
lent Father of Light ; aud therefore muſt of courſe 
harmonize in every thing eſſential to the duty and 
happineſs of mankind. 
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tat Hand in the way of their favouri 
_ hypotheſis, as to rob them of all tbeis 


zatural:ſpirit and life, and thus facrifice 
#ruthupon' the altar of vanity. In ſhort, 


the fact is, that many excellent well 


meaning geniuſes, by following. theſe 


 deceptions too implicitly, have been ſa 


inſatuated, as not only to reject, with 
the moſt decided confidence, ſome parts 


ol even the New Teſtament, that happen 


not to coincide with the dictates of their 


in ſallible reaſon, but alſo to call in queſ- 
tion the divine inſpiration of the whole; 


and. ſo on, till they have been led into 


| the,wilds of infidelity ;. while ſome, poſ- 


ſeſſed of a lower degree of rationality, 
and much natural perverſeneſs and obſti- 
maty; become ſtill more the dupes df 
blind credulity and mad zeal ; hug the 
chains of mental ſlavery, and rivet them 
faſter upon them. A 
While, therefore, we cheriſh the ſpirit 


of free inquiry, let us exert our utmoſt 
_ _ - endeavours 


( 
endesvoüre to guard againſt the dangers 
to which it may expoſe us; and to ſteer 
between the extretnev/of a g/gomy dogma = 
tical imaginary orthodoxy,” on the one 
hand; and of che over-refined ſpecu- 
lations of the vai? philoſopher andhypers 
critic on the other, reſting in 'the- /aple 
#uth 'as we find it in our BiBurs; 
always beating it in our minds, thas 
though it be the province of that reaſon 
which GoD hath given us, to examine 
the evidence, and doctrines there re- 
corded, yet that this ſhould be done 
with reverence and ferious conſidera- 
tion, not requiring more evidence than 
the nature of the thing will bear, or ho« 
neſt unprejudiced reaſon demands; re- 
membering alſo, that our reaſon is fallible 
and has its limits, beyond Which it can« 
not paſs, without the danger of loſmg 
"elf; and it is folly in the extreme, ſo 
confidently to rely upon its powers as to 
imagine we can ſee through the whole 
of the immenſe plan of infinite wiſdom; 
C4 and 
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neten for every circumſtance in 
he facts and doctrines contained in the 
B1BLE ; or, that we ſhould be able to 
' folve all the difficulties that may ariſe 
in a cloſe and attentive view, of them; it 
is indeed impoſſible, and by no means 
neceſſary to our duty or happineſs, 

Toa many, conſcious of the ſuperi- 
ority of their reaſoning. powers, and too 
imphcitly confident in their ſtrength, are 
apt to overlook their real weakneſs, and 
raſhly conclude, that nothing ought to 
be admitted as truth, but what THEY. 
can fully comprehend. They forget that 
our buſineſs is properly with the fa&s 
recorded in the Divine Word, and their 
ufes ; and with the dafrines and moral 
truths thence ariſing, and not with the 
MODES of the production of the one, or 
the ab/ſtraf nature of the other, which 
muſt, in many inſtances, extend beyond 
the line of our comprehenſion. It is 
owing to the want of this diſtinction, 
that the philoſopher is ſo ready to object 
Ene to 


half Deiſt, Roſeau, in his Emeliys, ſtum- 


th) 
to divine revelation. He forgets that hs 
believes his own exiſtence, though igno- 
rant of the mode of it, in many parti- 
culars, relative to his body as well as bis 
mind. He knows that he is; but what 
he is, finds himſelf in many reſpects mi- 
ſerably in the dark n oe: he 


minutely inquires. 


Here it was that that half Chriſtian; 


bled and fell, into the awful darkneſs of 
ſcepticiſm, After giving us a moſt live- 


ly, juſt, and convincing account of the 


evidences in favour of Chriſtianity, in 

his compariſon between JzsUs CunsT 
and Socrates, he concludes, ** After all, 
this ſame Goſpel is full of things in- 
* credible, and repugnant to reaſon, 
„ which-no man of ſenſe can either 
** conceive or admit. What then is to 
be done? What conduct ſhall we 
+ obſerve amidſt ſuch contradiQtions ? 


« Let us be modeſt and cautions ; let un 


© reſpeR in filence, what we can nei- 
. ther 


0 


2 ther, eject or comprebend; ler us 

„humble ourſelwes before the GAT 
* INe, ho alone knows che truth.“ 
Had Koufean followed his own ad- 
vice, and ſincexely. humbled himſelf be- 
fone tbe GREAT BEIN e, ſurely, he would 


| | 


not ihave dared to ay, That the Goſpel 
« 'was full of things repugnant to reaſon; 
% and wi dh o aan · of ſenſe could ad- 
„ mit. He. ſeems 10 have forgotten 
tbat che powers of our weak . depravnd 
reaſon, are not the real fandards of ail 
u Or even af all corcavatiles. Men. of 
enlarged knowletlge, and rational ime 
provement, can eaſily conceive.of many 

things that are utterly incouceivable by 
the more ignorant and illiterate. Ange- 
lic minds, that are deſirous to look into 

our holy religion, no doubt, perceive 4 
clear gonſiſtency in many particulars - 

that are aboue our comprehenſion. True 
humility conſiſts in admitting this idea, 
and in giving it its fall ſoope in che ſab: 


jest "7 n us not only 
humbly 


( © | 
humbly to wonder, but alſo bumbly:+9 

believe. The child of pur years old can 
not be ſuppoſed capabie nf comprehend- 
ing the reaſon and conſiſtency of many 
things his tather/teaches him, and ne 

quires him to beliene, and commands 

him to do as right and fitz- but he would = 
be jufily confidered as wery fooliſh and 
undatiful if he refuſed:an implicit con; 
fidence in his father's wiſdom and) goods 
neſs, Which he was every tay" <xpe= f 
rieneing, and en not fubmit to hit 
authority. H NOR 447 boget 


there will be a much greater degree of 
religious light / thromn upon the minds of 
men . When the knowledge of the 
Leons ſhall cover the earth as the War 
*. ters the ſeas; *when the veil fall be 
* taken away from the "hearts of the 
„ Nes, und the fultefs of the Centilæi 
.* ſhall be bete r Hive pile at 
1 d 


| \ 
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genuine Chriſtianity, hall have à more 
univetſal ſpread than ever; and its pro. 


feſſors be more generally and entirely 


united in their ſentiments about its doc- 


trines ; and where they differ, be indeed 


of one heart and one ſoul, in true Chril- 


i ——— and Charity, 


To this great event, the foirie ol free 


inquiry is preparing the way, under the 
direction and controul of the Divine 


Providence, both in this and other coun- 


tries, and ſhould therefore be encou · 
raged. This diſpoſition in the minds of 


men is indeed abſolutely neceſſary in he 
natural eourſe of things for the acquiſition 
of uſeful knowledge. The man that ne- 
ver inquires after truth will never find 
it. He that believes without exami- 
nation, merely by rote, believes he 


knows not what, nor wherefore; it may 
| be. eruth, it may be the ue err 


it nay be conſiſtent with reaſon, or an 
deln N TA 55 a 


— 


But 
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But this happy period will probably be 
preceded by much /þiritual darkneſs and 
error, infidelity and vice, in various 
forms*, and in particular inſtances even 
v8 D amidſt 


f * Some ſymptoms of theſe evils are paſt, and ſome 


now amongſt us; witneſs the Prigſlleyan Divinity on 


the one hand; and the Swedenhorgian on the other. 
The leaders of theſe parties appear to be hopeſt and 


| virtuous men, ſincerely meaning to ſerve the intereſt 


of Chriſtianity ; both men of genius, and great lite- 
rary accompliſhments, though ſo ſadly miſtaken in 
their religious opinions, The one, miſled by top 
great a confidence in the inſallibility of his an reaſon z 
the other, by the reveries of an enthuſtaſtic imagination. 
Both ſeem to aim at giving us a more perfect goſpe/than + 
what we find in our BisL ns : The one, by retrench- 
ing its redundencies ; the other, by ſupplying its 
defecta with new diſcoveries. EY RG © 

As to infidelity, its progreſs is wlarmiagly rapid. 
Many are the fools that ſay tiere is no God; more that 
fay there is no Cuzisr. The conſeguence js, that 
vice, in all its moſt ſhocking forms, is enforced by the - 
example of the great vi/gar, and imitated by the ſmall 7 
while too many, even of the profeſſors of religion, take 
up with the form, without the power of it; and plunge 
into the buſineſs and pleaſures of the world wit 1 th al 


( 


amid ths increaſe of much philoſophi- 
cal ſpeculation, and many .other kinds 
of knowledge; though at the worſt 
there will be ſtill a ſpirit of grace and 
ſupplication, of evangelical. piety and 
virtue, reſting upon a conſiderable num- 


ber; and the inquiſitive diſpoſition be 


ſtimulated by all theſe circumſtances. 


This is the uſual courſe of the divine 


1 in the conduct of its benevo- 


lent operations in the moral world. Very 
groſs darkneſs and idolatry overſpread 
the earth when the patriarch Abraham. 
was called to the knowledge and worſhip 


of the true GopD. This was the caſe at 


the revival of religion amongſt his poſte- 
rity, under the miniſtration of M/. 
And long after this, when the Jeuiſſi 
Church and Heathen World were miſera · 
bly ſunk into ſpiritual ignorance, infi- 


delity, and every kind of vice, notwith- 
ſtanding the light afforded. the one, by 
their divinely inſpired prophets ; and, 


to the other, * their learned philoſo- 
| phers; | 


155 =) 
nh then was the timo of our bleſſed 
Lord's appearance in .qur; fleſh in our 
world; and of his opening the preſent iff, 
luſtrious diſpenſation of his Goſpel." It's 
the peculiarglory of the Go of wiſdom 
10 bring light out of the boſom of dark- 
neſs, and diſplay the riches of tis good 
nefs, in the ſcaſonabſeneſs of its triumphs, 
over the male volent powers of ſin, and 


Which vill atlaſt be complete and inufſ. 
OUs. 


i We are. <antionalhe hearing of the 
valt i improvements that are every where 
e in all e of ach” _ 


That great thirſt Ws W which WY 
the ſpirit of inquiry after truth, as naturally produc» 
tive of much philoſophical light, abd even ſpeculati 
acquziatauce with religion; bur, while human 454. 
continues ſo depra ved as it is, ourreafon fo hort-ſighted 
and liable ta the bigs of prejudice; and ſo puffed up 


with the pride of ſcieptific acquirements, we, ſhall he 
ſtrongly prone to abuſe our advantages, by exalting 
the powers of rea ſon above revelation, and by that mean: 
fall into many hurtful errors... To .proyetit this great 
evil, we ſhould be very humble and watchful, conſtantly 
implore the divine guidance, and conſcientiouſly fols 
low the diftates of a ſober and deliberate judgment, 
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d greatly ſuperior our acquaintance 
withphiloſophy, criticiſm, andevery ſub. 

jelt of literary and rational inveſtigation, 
compared with that of our forefathers ; 

and it muſt be granted, that there is ſome 
. reaſon for paying this high compliment 
lo the genius of the preſent age; but ſtill, 
it ſhould be remembered, that his hind 
'of knowledge i is very different from that 
_ which enables us to enter into the eſſence 
of true religion, or that conſtitutes a juſt 
acquaintance with the ſpiritual liagdon 
of Gop, and of his CHRIST. as appears 
with abundant evidence ſrom the whole 

B1BLE, and particularly from the New 
Teſtament. | | 
"It is true, philoſophy, e even in its pre- 
ſent imperfe& flate, has done, and con- 

tinues to do eminent ſervice to the inte- 
reſt of religion, through the over-ruling | 
wiſdom and goodneſs of Gop, and this 
w without the profeſſors of it meaning any 
ſuch thing. It naturally tends to cheriſſi 
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the ſpirit of inveſtigation ; puſh the hu⸗ 


man mind into motion; remove its irra- 
tional prejudices; file off the ruſt of 
bigotry, and give it a more liberal caft 3- 
all which muſt greatly aſſiſt ourreſearches 
after truth. The like may be ſaid of read: 
ing hiſtory, travelling into other coun- 
tries, and our preſent extenſive commer- 
cial intercourſe with the world. But even 
all this is by no means ſufficient of itſelf, 
for the right and effeftual underſtanding 
of the religion of JesUs CHRIST. So 
far from it, that while, in ſome more 
remote and general reſpeRs, it ſerves its 
intereſt, it is often the occaſion of much 
injury to it in others, through the depra- 
vity of our natures. The ſplendor of 
this otherwiſe uſeful knowledge is often 
too ſtrong for the mental eye, at its 
firſt openings in religion, and there 
fore bewilders and miſleads the inquirer 
into it; but as the mind ſtrengthens, 
and is able to reſlełt ſoberly, it will | 
, D 3 perceive 
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perceive its miſtakes; — weary of 
fruitleſs reſearches into things in their 
very nature  incomprehenſible,;——will 
contemplate every object more cau- 
tiouſiy. and thus find, by happy . expe- 
rience, that {rue philoſophy and, Ghriftte 
anity are in perfect uniſon, and therefore 
an en er in e. each 
other... Tr y 
The . me ſoogs now in 
much the ſame predicament, as to /þecus 
lative inotoiedge and the more clear and 
abundant manifeſtation. of the Goſpel, 
and its ſalutary effects which we are 
expecting as it was when our bleſſed 
Lok p made his appearance in the fleſh, 
and opened that new difpenſation ot it 
we now enjoy; the Jews were then 
free from thoſe groſs prejudices in 

favour of idolatry, which diſgraced the 
days of their forefathers, and fo miſe- 
-rably polluted their country; for at this 
Mn CAPS $24427 0 4.05 ii thi 
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ume they worſhipped the true Gop, 
in their way, and abhorred the idea of 
a molten or graven image, as an ob- 


au- jett of devotion ; they had alſo; their 
Pe: ſchools of learning, ſuch as they were, 
11. and plenty of prieſts, and ſeribes, and 
ore doQors to inſtruct them in the law of 
ach their Go, and had made ſome progreſs 

3 in human ſcience :—The Heathen na- 


tions then enjoyed all the light of 
their ancient, and {to- them) modern 
philoſophers, collected as it were, into 
one body. But amidſt all theſe ad van- 
tages, both Jem and Gentiles were as 
far from the genuine, pure, ſpiritual 
knowledge of true religion as ever, and 
in ſome reſpetts farther. The Jewiſh 
rabbies had ſpeculated, criticiſed, and 
refined away all the plain common 
ſenſe meaning of Moſes and the Prophets 5 
and moſt of the philpſophers 'of the 
Gentiles had reaſoned 'themſelves out 
ol their reaſon, and by their enormous 
| | vices, 


1 1 


ab fo PRE Fry the were! imatled” 
and ſpirit ſtriving in them, that they had + 
entirely loſt that little right knowledge 
of Gop, and his moral government 
and worſhip, which their forefathers 
poſſeſſed in the firſt ages of the world.?“ 


r 


But when, amidſt this awful mixture 
of light and darkneſs, it appeared, 
with full evidence, that the world by 
its wiſdom knew not GoD, he was plea- 
ſed to open a ſource of knowledge 
of which they had no idea, by ſend- 
ing his dearly beloved Son amongſt 
them, CLOTHED WITH HUMILITY ; 
and through this N give them juſt 

views 


»Man, in his fallen fate, though bleſt with the 
light of reaſon, and of the moral intelle& and ſeel- 
ing, finds theſe powers deplorably impaired, dark- 
encd, benumbed, impotent ; that fin dwells in him, 
| and the world about him full of temptations defiruc- 
[ tive to his happineſs4 and, conſequently, is diſpaſed 
| to conſider an external written revelation of the divine 
| goodneſs to him as infinitely important and deſi- 
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views, of his adorable nature, perfeQions, 


and government; and of their guilt 
and miſery, duty and happineſs, in a 
way eminently calculated to diſplay the 
excellency of his own wiſdom, and moſt 
 effeQually confound the PRIDE of the 
Fewiſh ſcribe and the Gentile philoſopher, 
and thus make this Sox, indeed, 1 in the 
moſt important ſenſe, the 2 0 
THE WORLD, 


"3 
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"ROM this view of. things" we may 
learn, that in order to conduct our 
inquiries into religion properly, and 
guard effeftually againſt the miſtakes 


into which we are liable to fall, it is 
| neceſſary to have recourſe to firſt and 
generally allowed principles, and keep 


them always in ſight in every ſtep we 
take in our inveſligation ; for religion, 
as well as human ſcience, has its precog- 
nita, or certain truths, that muſt be ad- 
mitted, as ſelf-evident, or general] y grant- 
ed, from whence we muſt commence 
bur diſquiſitions ; for inſtance in the 
Caſe before us: 

That there is ONE ONLY ſelf- exiſtent 
ever living and true GoD ; a BEING 
poſſeſſed of almighty power, infinite wil- 


dom, juſtice, goodneſs, mercy, and every 
poſſible 


* 
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pollible perfection; that HE is the firſt 
cauſe of all other beings, the moral as 
well as natural Governor of the world 
that mankind, in particular, are the ſubs 
je dis of that government, and furniſhed, 
though in different degrees, with capa- 
_ cities, laws, aſſiſtances, &c. ſuited to 
that purpoſe: that there is an immuta- 
ble eternal difference between moral 
good and evil; the former connected 
with happineſs, the Jatter with miſery, 
by the ſovereign will of Gop, or as the 
natural and neceſſary reſult of his moral 
perfections; and. that there is à future 
ſlate of exiſtence deſigned for mankind, 
where this connection will appear in its 
ſull perfection in the complete and evers 
laſting | happineſs of the righteous, and 
the inexpreſſible miſery of the wicked; 
that mankind are here in this world in a 
ſlate of moral+*darkneſs, depravity, and 
wretchedneſa, "BARR Sr means 
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None but abſolute Atbeiſls will pre- 
tend to deny the ſubſtance, at leaſt, of 
theſe leading truths; and with. Atheiſts 
we have nothing to do here; they are 
not Inquirers after religious or moral 
truth. It is enough for our preſent 
purpoſe, that the ſober and moſt intelli - 
gent of mankind, of all parties and all 
ages and nations in the world, by what- 
ever means they came' by them, and ſo 


far as they were acquainted with them, 


have acknowledged them, at leaſt, in 
theory, however they may have contra - 
dicted them in practice. 4 
There are many other truths con- 
netted with theſe, which are neceſſary 
to conſtitute a ſyſtem of religion per- 
fectly ſuited to the moral condition of 
mankind, and which, therefore, we 
may conclude the gracious FATHER of 
all would, ſomehow or other, communi- 
cate to them. And, - bleſſed” be his 
name! we have moſt abundaat evidence 
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chat he has: aftually done ſo; for if, with ' 
the above-mentioned general principles, 
duly operating upon our minds, we ſin- 
cerely deſire to know the truth, ſeriouſly _ 
and candidly peruſe the BiBLz, and in 
that ſpirit of meekneſs, which becomes 
us, compare its leading facts and doc- _ 
rines with them, we ſhall ſoon be con- 
vinced that it contains juſt ſuch a reve- 


lation as we might reaſonably ./expe& _ 


from a wiſe, juſt, and good God ; a re- 
velation admirably adapted to our con» 
dition, as rational and immortal crea- 
tures, under the moral government of 
Cop, and yet tranſgreſſors of his laws; . . 
adapted therefore to give us the moſt - 
clear and ſtriking views of the purity . 
and majeſty, the goodneſs and mercy, of 
that government, and of our guilt and 
danger ; and, when by this means our 
moral feelings are awakened, to inſpire 
us with the hope « of deliverance, and ſo * 
38M 3: | lead 
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lead us to our duty and happineſs®, 
And if we believe the BIB IE con. 
tains ſuch a revelation from the FATHER 
of Mercies, we may be ſure he would 
there diſcover to us ALL the truths ne- 
ceſſary to anſwer the end deſigned by 
it, and this in a manner ſufficiently plain 
and inteiligible; or in ſuch terms of ex. 
preſſion, in every thing eſſential, as were 
beſt ſuited to the common ſenſe of man- 
kind, and ſo as to ſupercede the neceſ. 
ſity of all metaphyſical inveſtigation, and 
the refinements of philofophers and 
critics. Amongſt theſe truths, the hum- 
ble inquirer, who reads that divine book 
with an unprejudiced mind, open to 
conviction, will find the following, viz; 
| $24 ene 
„ Amongſt a number of tracts, both antient and 
modern, that might be mentioned here, the author 
would recommend to the reader's peruſal, a fet of 
excellent Sermons on the Divine Authority, and varies 
Uſes of the Holy Scriptures, by his very worthy and 
highly eſteemed friend, Dr. Samuel Stennett, whoſy 
many other valuable writings merit particular regard. 
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That man was firſt created in the OT 
likeneſs of Gon, in purity and righteouſ- 
nefs ; that he is now a fallen, depraved, 

guilty, and therefore in many reſpets, 4 
miſerable creature; that God hath, of 
his mere grace and mercy, provided for 
him a Saviour from this wretched- 
condition, in the perſon of his dearly be- 
loved Son Jzsps CHRIST; that for the 
effetting this ſalvation, ' this Sox was 
made fleſh, dwelt in our world, and 
taught with peculiar clearneſs and power 
the great truths of religion; particularly 
the forgiveneſs of fins to the true peni- 
tent; or, that in every nation, he that fears 
God, and worktth righteouſneſs, is ace 
cepted of him, and ſhall enjoy everlaſting 
life; evinced the divinity of his miſſion 
by a ſeries of the moſt aſtoniſhing mira- 
cles; died upon a crofs for our offences 
and was raifed again to life for our juſli- 
fication ; is afcended into the heavenly 
_ world, * lives and reigns there the 
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- | Lony of al; the Judge of the quick 
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and the dead. diſpenſing unſpeakable 
| happineſs or miſery to every man ac- 


15 cording to his real character af righteous 
or wicked: and that the great end of 
this amazing diſcoyery of the divine be- 
nevolenee is, to turn men from darkneſs to 
light, from the power of Satan unto God ; 
and to give them an inkeritance among ft 
them that are ſanctiſied through faith in 
Cunisr; or make them wiſe, good, and 
rb 
Theſe truths are, j at the general, e ex- 
preſſed in the BIB ILE, in language ſo 
clear and deciſive, that he that runs may 
read them; and, indeed, in theſe truths 
the generality of profeſſed Chriſtians 
agree, though they may differ in their 
mod: of explaining them; or the manner 
in which our ſalvation is effected by 
Jzsus/Cuntor. Theſe differences have 
been too many, and too often ſupported 
ith; outing ite 204-the mob 
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eruel perſecutions. - Thanks to Gop, 
| this is not ſo commonly the caſe now; 
yet notwithſtanding all the more abun- 
dant light; and candour of the preſent 


age, and the more reſpectful compli- 


ments paid on all hands to the ſacred 
vritings, as the profeſſed ſtandards of re- 
ligious truth, there is ſtill a mighty pro- 
penſity amongſt our dogmatical creed- 
makers, to load them with human inven- 
tions, under the pretence of explaining 
them, whilſt ſome of our rational di- 


wee hey perhaps too preſumingly 
E aſſect 


If by rational is meant the proper uſe of reaſon in 
religion, in contradiQtion to a blind fanciful, enthuſi- 
aſtic credulity, there are numbers who adhere to 
the plain ſcriptural ſtatement of the facts and doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, yhat have every way as juft a 
dim to that appellation, as our more refined critics 
nc philoſophers, who ſeem to wiſh to monopolize 
it, in order, no doubt, to ſet a brighter gloſs upon 

ir peculiarities. There cannot certainly be any 
wal more , a for fallible ſhort ſhert-ſighted 
may, 


( @) 
aſſect to-ſtile themſelves, ſlrive hard to 
explain many of them away in favour 
of their on particular prejudices; or 
at leaſt, put a ſenſe upon them very 


different from that which appears, to 


common underſtandings, to be originally 
intended, by the plain ſimple manner of 


expreſſing them which we find in our 


BiBLEs. This might be ſhewn in many 
inſtances, would it not carry us too far 


from our object. There are, however, 


two great doctrines that ſeem to be'eſential 
to the Chriſtian ſcheme of religion and 
its peculiar glory, with which, though 
expreſſed in the ſacred writings in 
terms the moſt clear and explicit, too 
many of our rational gentlemen ſeem to 

655 * 


. bee the h 1 
dictates of infinite wiſdom, and 


Where he can't unriddle learn to truſt ; „% 


And not haſily pronounce every thing he docs nat 
at preſent underſtand, an abſolute abſurdity. 
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be grievouſly offended; and labour with al = 
their might to expunge from their creed. 
That is to ſay, the doctrine of ATON E- 
MENT; ; QT, of; the demb af CARIs r, 
3s an expiatory ſacrifice for fin, and the 
appointed medium pf forgiveneſs to the 
penitent ſinner; agd that of the REA 
LITY OF THESPECIAL GRACIOUS iN 
FLUENCES, OF,, THE, DAVINE SPIRIT, 
upon our minds, in order to the eſſect - 
ing that repentance, faith, and holineſs, 
which is neceſſary to the enjoyment, of, 
Cop and eternal life. We have not 
room here for the full diſcuſſion of 
theſe ſubjefts, but the inquiſitive reader 


: may conſider the following brief hints,, 
"i And firſt as to the great doctrine of the 

e ATONEMENT. | 
ts Taking this) J Grins as it lies in ah 
Bis be, the objections againſt it ſeem: 
to be ſo far fetched, oyer - reſined, and 
vw extremely krivolous, that it is really 


An 26 E 2 aſtoniſhing 
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- zſtoniſhing-to find men of ſenſe and 


learning ſo ſerioufly making them. 


They tell us, That it is 2 great 


4 diſhonvur'to/God, to ſuppoſe, that his 


** mercy and grace tb ſinful men takes 


„its riſe' ſrom any ting but his own 
«/effetial goodneft.— We grant it; 


but reply, that GoÞ's' appointing and 


giving his dear Sox to be à propitiatory 


facrificefor our fins by his death upan 


the'crofs, takes its riſe entirely from hi 
own genial goodneſs - GoD fo tavel 
the world, that he gave his buy begotten 


Son, Oc. This then is a groutidleſs ob- 
JeAion, a mere raiſing of a duk to blind 
our eyes.” | 


11338 


But we are further told, That the 
4 ſuppoſition of an atonement, as nece/- 
* ſary to forgiveneſs, is as much as to 


++ ſay that the goodneſs of Gop was not 


* in itſelf ſufficient for the purpoſe, or 
&« that without an atonement, he © could 


not forgive even the moſt penitent, 


« and 


* - 
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« and conſequently W leave him 10 
e deſpair and miſery. . | 
We reply, we do not 5 9 
what God could, or could not do in this 
ceaſe; it is enough to ſay, that whence- 
ſoever this neceſſity of atonement might 
ariſe, he himſelf has taken care to an- 
ſwer to it, by providing a proper one. 
And this circumſlance ſhews that this 
neceſſity does not ariſe from any want ol 
goodneſs in God, or the inſufficiency of 
his grace without it; and conſequently 
no ſincerely penitent ſinner can have 
any reaſon to deſpair. of mercy, His 
caſe is juſt the ſame upon our . a 
that of the objettors. 
They ſay, © That to repreſent Gov; 
« as requiring an atonement, and ac- 
«+ cepting of it in the ſinner's behalt, is 
to deſtroy entirely the idea of the 
* freeneſs and liberality of his grace, of 
«, which the ſcriptures ſpeaks ſo highly: 
. for, i he receives an equivalent atone · 
1 E 3 be ment 


| 


b ment for our ſins, his Andale them 


Me reply, this would be near tbe | 
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i becomes a matter of debt, not of grace; 
wy of juſlice, not ot mercy,” Aiqaty 


truth, were the ſigner to provide the 
atonement; but as this is every way 
impoſſible, and Gop has, of his o- 
free. gaodneſs provided it for him, the 
forgiveneſs is as much the matter of 
pure gracious mercy, as if granted with · 
out it; and indeed, ſets the divine libe · 
rality in a ſtill ſtronger light. 

They tell us alſo, That we are com- 
« manded to forgive one another, as 
+ God forgives us; but that, as we are 
« not authoriſed to inſiſt upon any 
« atonement before we forgive our 
* offending penitent brother, we may 
« be ſure Gon would not require it; 
our duty is, if our brother repent to 
forgive him; and fo, therefore, we may 
*,conclude God forgives us, elſe we 
«, rn forgive as he dee. 
1 _ We 
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We reply, the cafes are not parallet, 
which the argument ſuppoſes them to be. 


Gov is to be conſidered as a ſovereign 
| lawgiver and judge over us, and as ſuch 
has a character to maintain, of the ho- 
nour and dignity of which the ſcriptures 


repreſent him as exceedingly jealous ; 
but this is not the caſe between us and 
our offending brother. The as, there- 
fore, here muſt be taken, in that limited 
and reſtrained ſenſe it often is, and mean 
only as truly, fincerely, and frequently. 

We are farther told by theſe gentle- 
men, that when the ſcriptures ſpeak 


of CyrIsT dying as a ſacrifice for our 


* ſins, it is to be underſtood, fguratively ; 
« as our alms, praiſes, and the devotion 
« of our bodily and mental ** unto 
Gop are called ſacrifices.” | 

We reply, that the word ſacrifice, i in 
 ſeripture, generally means ſomething of- 


fered unto Gop, or devoted to his ſer- 


vice ſometimes it denotes a mere gift, 
E 4 A 
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a, thank offering,” &c. at other times a 
propitiatory viclim, or the blood or 
life of ſome animal preſented to GoD by 
way of atonement for ſome. offence, 
tranſgre ſſion of his law. The queſtion is, 
in which of theſe ſenſes we muſt under- 
ſtand it, when applied to the death or 
blood of Jxsvs Cur1sT ? and here, if 
we take the BIB LE for our directory, we 
ſhall find, that under the law of Moſes, 
amongſt many other kind of ſacrifices, 
there were ſome expreſsly appointed for 
the expiation of guilt; or as the indi- 
penſibly neceſſary medium or condition of 
its forgiveneſs, and the tranſgreſſors re- 
ſtoration to the divine favour. It is evi- 
dent that theſe ſacriſices were not figurg- 
tive but real with reſpe& to the ceremo- 
nial guilt they were intended to expiate, 
as real as the guilt and its forgiveneſs. 
| And if we believe the apoſtle's ſtatement 
of the caſes (Hebrews ix. 1, &c.) to be 
right, the blood or death of Jzsvs_ 
B CuRlsT 
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CunrsT has juſt the : ſame concern in 
the removal of our moral guilt and reſto- 


ration to the enjoyment of the favour of 


Gon forſeited by it, as che legal facri- 


fices had. in the removal of that ceremo- 
nial guilt to which they referred; that 
is, it is the true and real medium, the 


fine qua non, the indiſpenfible requiſite of 


the penitent ſinner's forgiveneſs and re- 
conciliation with Gop. Accordingly, 
the words in ſcripture, relative to the 
death or blood of CHRIST, as an expra- 
tory ſacrifice, are everywhere as clearly 
and ſtrongly expreſſive of a true and real 
ſacrifice, or proper atonement, as in the 
caſe of the legal ſacrifices ; ſuch as his 
bearing our ſins in his body; his taking 
them away by the ſacrifice of himſelf ; his 
being ſtiled the Lamb of God, that wort 
away the" fin of the world, &c. Sc. In 
ſhort, we may, with as much Prin rn; 


talk'of figurative guilt, figurative pardon, 


Nr * the ſorrows, and pains, and 


wounds, 
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wounds, which the Saviour endured, 
_ figurative. —If guilt, and forgiveneſs, and 
ſuch muſt be that ſacrifice that removes 
the one, and makes way for the other. 
- Tt they ſlill infiſt upon it, That all 
4 that is meant by Cur1sT's ſhedding 
his blood as a ſacrifice for us, is, 
that he thereby ſealed and confirmed 
the new covenant promiſes of for- 
* giveneſs and eternal life to the faith 
and hope of the humble penitent, 
„and that this was an acceptable ſa- 
ee. Werne _ 
9; are,” + 
Me reply, that Stephen, and Glenna 
and; hiparattaaay eters; faked the 
ſame teſtimony with their blood, offer. 
ing their lives as a ſacrifice to Gop, 
highly acceptable; but we never read 
of their bearing our fins in their bodies, 
taking them away by the ſacrifice of them- 
ſelves, or of redeeming us to 9 
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blaod. Here then is an effential difference 
between their ſacrifices: and that ol 
Cu4R45T,z theur's were mere offerings 


this of Cuklsr, an; expiatory | oblation'; 


theirs were merely figurateve ſacrifices ; 
that of CyRIsT a n 2 the 
removal of guilt. 

They alſo winks That it Do bo 
« groſs injuſtice to require the zxnocens 
to ſuffer for the guilty.” We ſay, no, 
if the innocent ſuffers voluntarily, or by 
his own choice, does it for ſame impor- 
tant end, for a time only, and is abun- 
dantly rewarded for his goodneſs, which 
is the caſe here; Feſus Chriſt did freely 
and of choice ſuffer and die; and this ta 
aoſwer the moſt important ends in the 
moral government of Gop, and the hap- 
pineſs. of mankind, and at laſt way 
rewarded with the higheſt honpurs and 
everlaſting felicity, And it is certain, "that 
a3all ſuffering implies guill, and Ixsus, 
CuRIsr watperfeRly innocent, he could 
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not jufly ſuffer on his own account; li- 
ſufferings, therefore, muſt be vicarious, 
or on the account of our gailt, in our 
ſtead, and for our deliverance from its 
ruinous conſequences; or in the apoſtle's 
language, the ut for the unjuſt, chat he 
might bring us unto Goo.“ 
In fine, it is agreed on both ſides, 
Cop does not forgive ſin without reſpect 
to ſone ſuitable conſideration or ' reaſon ; 
The queſtion is, What it is ? whether the 
ſinner's repentance ALONE, or ſome ex- 
piatory ſacriſice, or both? If the former, 
then there is a neceſſary prerequiſite, ac- 
knowledged ; and the latter is no more. 
Since therefore the. ſacred writings ſay 
ſo much, and that ſo frongly expreſſive of 
ee a an — Ken. as the 


| * aCor. v.21. The Apoſtle hates roms Cunizr, 
who knew no fon was made fin for us, that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of Gov in him. What could the inno- 
Wade Ke b , Ee aan Rn 


nat en expiatory ſacrifice for it ? 
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appointed medium in this caſe, why 
ſhould we not admit it; eſpecially as by. 
doing ſo we by no means ſet: aſide the 
neceſſity, of repentance ; hut encourage 
and enforce it, by the moſt affecting mo- 
tives? We. therefore, plead for both, 


for an expiation, as the meritorious ground 


or reaſon of the grant of pardon, and for 


.regentance, as the proper qualification: 


for the afual receiuing and eee the. 
invaluable bleſſing. i enn os Ther 
Upon the whole, does not our view of 


o of Gam end tn. 


give us an infinitely more exalted idea of , 


the . majeſly of the divine goverament, 
and the riches of the divine grace; ren- 
-der fin much more odious, and our obli- 


gations to repentance and holineſs much 
more endearing, powerful, and anima- 


; ting, than theirs ? Why then ſo much 
Pains taken to get rid of the idea of a 


real and proper atonement by the blood 


of Cunisr? What advantage has the 
rejector 


* 
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rejellor of it, over him who embraces 
it, as to his duty and comfort in this 


Vorld, or his happineſs in the next 


And yet, aſtoniſhing to ſay, this grand 


truth, which runs through the whole 


BiBL E, gives a pectiliar and vital energy 
to the whole ſyſtem of evangelical reli 


gion, und the Chriſtian's hope; arid is, 


indeed, one of the moſt Mdinguiiiing: 
excellencies'in'the REDEEMER'S»C cha- 
rater :;— This important doftrine is not 


only flatly denied, but' treated as an in- | 


tblerable abſurdity by too many proteſ. 4 
ſors'of Chriſtianity! One of theſe di- 
vines, ſerupled not to fay, to the author 
of theſe refleftions, when talking upon, 


this ſubje&, * That the blood of CuRIST 


if had no more to do with the forgiveneſs 
of our ſins, than the blood of Alexander 
« the Great! "This is ſpeaking out with 


a witneſs but does it not look too much a 


like counting the blood of the covenant an 
unholy thing?" Others of them alſo tell” 
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us in print. That chere is not the leaf 
* higt in the BiBLEz of . mercy. being 
« granted;to, man, out of regard to be 
« ſuffexings or mexit ot any other being 
« Whatever.“ ;Is/it poſſible that theſe. 
gentlemen, can read their RIB LEzs without 
prejudiae, or with, a ſincere deſire 10 
know, and embrace. the truth, or form 
their religious ſentiments upon the plan 
there laid down ? One would hope ſo; 
but it is to the laſt degree aſtoniſhing how, 
it can be ; eſpecially. when they, read 
ſuch. paſſages ab. ehre ſent our receiving 
every .mercy, and particularly pardon. 
and eternal Bree en 
lum gruciſied . N 
An as to the F of... 
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* Amongſt man excellent publications on this 
ſubjeQ, the Rev. Martin Tomkins), s Chriſt the Mediator, 
recommended by Dr. Watts, deſcrves particular no- 
tice ; ac doe ſmall volume of Sermons, by my much 


eſteemed friend preſident of 
heady a rd n ker * 


It muſt be 'acknowſedged that too 
many weak well-meaning Chriſtians 
have ſometimes ' talked very abſurdly 
about this doQrine//and thereby fur. 
niſhed" the oppoſers' of it with 'objec- 
tons: but it does not neceſſarily” fol- 
low, that it is not, hen rightly under- 
$664; borh rational àtid feriptural. 
The beſt things may be abuſtd, and the 
moſt ſafutary truths perverted, but ſhould 
not on that account be rejected. 
If we ourſelves, by converſation with 
one another, when preſent; or by epiſto- 
lary correſpondence, when thouſands of | 
miles diſtant, are capable of ſaggeſting 
ſuch inſtructions and motives of con- 
dutt, as thall induce us to act in this or 
that particular manner, can it be juſtly 
thought irrational” to believe that the 
great FATHER of our ſpirits, in whom we 
live, and move, and have our being, who is 
tenderly concerned for our happinels, 


a) 

ſhould! ini fome munher, peculiür to him 
ſelf, and perfectly conſiſient with our 
natures as moral agents, convey to un 
ſuch light, and ſuggeſt ſueh moti ves as 
he ſees ſit and neceſſary to lead us into 
our duty, and enable us to purſue our 
happineſs with ſucceſs? Did he not do 
ſo, hen le opened ile heart'of Lydia, to 
attend to the things ſpoken by Paul? It is 
certain, however, that all divine tevela- 
tion in general, and prophecy and mira- 
cles in particular, eſpecially ihe ſpeaking 
at once in otherwiſe unknown tongues, 
muſt imply a divine influence on the 
human mind ; and if this be the caſe in 
ſuch extraordinary inſtances, why not in 
ſame degree inthe more ordinary, ſecing 
the main end in bath is the ſame, vis. 
the inſtruction, bolineſs, and happineſs 
of mankind; and when it is ſoglaringly 
evident that che moral depravity-of the 
buman nature readers it. ſo extremely 
neceſſary ? ene n 
£2. 48 Bs This 


| of Cunier, he is none of his. 


. 
This dattrine, however, is cldarly ex- 
preſſed in the Bus LAT, 206; appears wo 
be univenſally believ:d hy the wile and 
good there recorded. There we find 
msenerationi or the moralc reatian of man, 
repreſented as really the, work of 'Gop 
as che  nalurdl creation of the world. 
Tbere it is poſitively ſaid, that: all tue 
Chriſlians, are horn of Gop; enlightened, 
JlanRibed, quickened, comſarted, and 
delivered from, the law gf fin and death 
by the ſpirit of life in CHRIST: Ja5us; 
that he ſheds,abnaed lle laue f Gon: in 
their hearts 3 helps their infirmities, 
teaches them to prax, enables them 10 
montiſy the deeds of the body, &c.that 
our ſufficiency is not of ourſelves to think.any 
| A" manner 
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man can, lay that Jezvs Crater is  Lonp (that is, 
| become a true. Chriſtian) but by the Holy Obo. 
And (Romans viii. 9) if any man have dar the pin 
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is of Gop?... There ye are informed 
ol a throne of gracs. {6 which we may apply 
2 to help us. in every time of need ; 
but what occaſion for this, it by, a kind 
of conftitutional / grace, given us as men, 
4 the external means of improving 
it, we are already in poſſeſſion of every 
requiſite for the effefting our ſalvation, 
independent, of all. further communica» 
tions from the Dz1TY ? Upon this ſup+ 
poſition we have nothing more to ex- 
pe from kim, nor has ke any thing more 
to beſtow upon us, and conſequently all 


1 Dara to his throne, tor any lar. 
1 416 145 & he 
t er 


Ute eee een eee ter 
# This FS ſo e to de inde of man; 
that the more eulightened Hestho is acknowledge it.— 
Seneca ſays, „ Miraris hominem ad Deos ire ? Deus 
„ad homines venit; imo (quod propius eſt) in ho- 
9 V venit. Nulla ſine Deo n 
Sen, Epiſt. & XIII. a 
| That is, i 30u wonder that man ſhould « 3 N 
the Gods f God approaches unto Men; yes (which is ill 
wore to the purpoſe) us ανν, iro THEM. No 
nan becomes « zyod man without God. 


b 3 


ther ſopplics of grace 1 muſt be nothing 


better than a ſolemn farce, a downright 
| mockery of the divine majeſty, and our 
own fouls,” In ſhort, the BIB LE abounds 
in prayers grounded upon the belief of 
this bleſſed doctrine which we are plead- 
ing for, with many a preſſing exhorta- 


ion to the duty, and many great and pre- 


cious promiſes of ſucceſs in it;* And, 
indeed, the en of theſe gentlemen 

3 | . Wemafelres 

. 

Mb eine as 4444 in the eh ja pln 
thus: That we are in ourſelves fallen creatures, miſe- 
robly depraved, and in danger of abſolute ruin. That 
the means of our ſalvation are in dur hands, with a 
power zy uſe them; but that the power neceſſary 
to render them effeftual, is in the hand of Goo; 
though with the promiſe of freely imparting it to 
thoſe who ſincerely ſeck it in the proper uſe of the 
means he has appointed. Thus the bleſſed Gos ſe- 
eures all tha glory of our ſalvation to himſelf, and 

his free grace in CAT Jas, and leaves the ſinner 
that periſhes without excuſe. Thus exhortations and 
promiſes go hand in hand: and prayer ſor further 
grace appears u neceſſary and important duty. Af, 
an ye ſhall receive ; ſech, and ye ſhall find. 


g's 


3 are uſually expreſſed 1 in luck 
language as ſhews, that they believe this 
doftrine when, they pray, though they 
deny, it when they rea/on about it. Into 
ſuch inconſiſtencies men are often driven 
who feel the force of truth at one time, 
and that of their prejudices againſt it 
more prevalent at another. 

The humble Chriſtian, ne) Ann 
the various trials of life, really ſenſible 
of his own. weakneſs and inſufficiency 
for the proper diſcharge of his duty, and 
the ſecurity of his happineſs, will tell us, 
that he finds the firm belief of this doc- 
trine afford him the greateſt encourage- 
ment and ſupport; inſpire him with 
hope, give new vigour to his exertions ; 
and that he can indeed 4 all things 

through CyxIsT frengthening un. The 
rejeftars of this doftrine cut themſelves 
off from' theſe reſources of comfort, and 
muſt be left to fight their way through 


en and e enemies to their 


(4 ) 

happineſs they meki with, as well as they 
can. This however is not the worſt of 
- __thecaſe, for the Hoftrine they embrace 
6 oppoſition to ours, not ny leaves 
them thus forlorn an deflitute, but has, 
indeed, a moſt pernicious and ſhocking 
tendency. The vicious are thereby 
taught to believe that they are of ren. 

Jelves, withiout any farther communica. 

tions of grace, every way ſufficled t for 

the important buſineſi of ſecuring their 

everlalling happineſs ; and that they ten 

at any more convenient feufon, When 
ever they pleaſe, repent and become | 
truly rightecus. This idea natutally 
tempts them to give the reins to their | 

- Vicious propenſities, and indulge ihem⸗ 
ſelves in the pleaſures of fin, without 
the leaſt fear of the abate” In 

2 word, the apoſtle charges us, to work 
out our ſalvation with fear and frembling, 

. becauſe GO b worketh in us to "ill and bs 
a» of his good pleaſure : But the language 

* | * of 


„„ „„ 

of theſe gentlemen is. work out your 
„ ſalvation': without ſear or ' treinbling, 
«for you have it in your-power! to do 
ii at yout on good pleafure.'” Which 
of theſe is moſt like the language of 
truth; might, one would think, be left to 
the deciſiom of any ſerious unprejudiced 
mind. 449449 0145 18 $1) 46,7 $34 N. 

From this view of things wen ey 
 contlude; chat All ſpeculations on divine 
ſubjects, that tend to lead us but of fi icht 
of theſe” two in ottant dodrints, and to 
fubllitute any philofophical refnements 
in their place, mould be fulpetled, at 
leaft, of bein; the nefatious offspring of - 


that pride of reaſon, which mankind are ſo 
pron to indulge. uni ITY 
Inſtead of Wee — 
doms wiih tlie /atred word, Whith fone 
of our top evriouſly ſpeculative Uivines 
ſo often take, Would it net de much 
moro becominꝶ us to endeavour to im- 
Preis our minds with an humble ſenſe 
1 4 | ” of 


4 


C 6a) ); * 


tates of chat word, and ſimply believe 
upon the / divine teſtimony, What our 
ſober reaſon will tell us; may be true, 
though we cannot comprehend the ma. 
ner how? But ſome of our rational gentle, 
men haye;a, moſt vehement averſion to 
'MYSTERY,asthey affe@to call every ĩhing 
in religion which; happens, not to ſuit 
their taſte,,or, fall in with thair precon- 
ceived opinions, and which, therefore, 
they with, to caſt out ol their creed, 
Hence they find this ſame ohjettable 
my/tery, not only in the unſcriptural dog- 
mas of eee zealots. for ortho- 
doxy, f bout original n the Holy Tri- 
nity ; thi e nuraculous conceptionaf CHRIST; 
his atonement; for” aur ins ; the (decrees of 
gon the, extent of bit graces; and. the 
operations, of his Sr i e the human 
mind; bat even the. biblical uecootnt of 
theſe, doings, and thexefore: rejeR. not 
only; the formers e. inſtances 
10 555 | they 
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they juſtly: may; but the latter alſo; and 
give up the doctrines themſelves, becauſe | 
they find ſomething in them vi, :2hey = 
cannot conprefiend; ſomething myſteribus "> 
not duly conſidering that ihis is-the-cafe 
in the natural as well as moral Hd; 
not only the-abſftrad eſſence and pecu- 
liar perfections of Gop himſelf; but 
alſo of his works of creation and ptbvi- 
vidence; many of the powers and pro- 
perties of created 'beings; the ſupport 
and government of the univerſe, yea 
even our on exiſtence all hound 
with incomprelenſbles ſomething tohigh 
for us p—ſomethirig/#yferious and yet 


the things themſelves are univerſally be- 


lieved by us, weil knowing that the füll 
and perſedt comprehenfion / all chat be- 
longs to the object of our faith, is no 
more nece ſſary ta our reception oſſit ſor 


he purpoſes of our duty .and-happineſs, 


than the philoſophical knowledge of he 
natute of human food, and 9 


2921112 (N 


of digeſlion, is to theilliterate peaſant in 
order to the common uſs of them for the 
b ſupport of hin bodiiy ieee { > 
: »Muchto this purpoſe Hr. Prixfleyiha 
obſerved in the pteface to his IyBrrgre; 
of, Relirion, Thatithe mind of mam will 
never che able to contemplate the 
being, penſactieui, andpravidence of Gon, | 
4 without meeting with izexplicable diſ. 
** fieulties,.., We may find. ſufficient reaſon 
| 22 1 e ee, that in- 
1 to ſee, than ler in a * 
* "KK lectly clear ligtu. 44 79h An. 
955 Happx ſor the Chriſlinn KP would 
i have been, if the Door had applied 
_ | theſe juſt obſervations! to the great doo- 
trines uf the provexiftenice and miraciiou: 
 reenteptitn of CR 16 T. the Atonement, und 
many >otherievan getical! truths, which 
they ate well adapted ro ſupport, infteal 
-oÞdeciding ſo peremptarily ugaiinlt theth 
Natale but wle und good meh 
30... ſometimes 


. 
"lometimes forget cheinſeives, 04 loft 
igt of their own maxims.: ; 1254 
5 It was à celebrated (dying, as aids 
Dr. Jacrs'' Fofter, nnd "Which, it is ge- 
ported, the late Lord: Bolingbroke of ſcop- 
tical memory highly applauded, That 
here myfery | begins migian ends.” 
The Doctor wes a man ef ſenſe and 
learning. and a ſincere friend to religiun 
in his way; but here he certainly forgot 
himſelf a little; and it is often Teen, 
_ when theſe very ſenſible prople take it 
into their heads to talk abſurdly, they 
do it to the purpoſe. Tho conſciouſneſs 
ol the Taperiotity' of: their on wiſdom 
_ iv apt to dazzſe and confound. them. 
They / do not diſtinguiſh; between .the | 
 rrab myſteries, thin muſi Exiſt in the, A- 
frat natures . and operations of inviſible 
powerd and thoſe of merely Dumas inven- 
nene bete indeed it muſt be acknow- 
| Teitged'the world hae been ſhame ſuliy 
5. i unk geſſguing mea, to 
an ind eee eee 1! eee 


* 410 


e E re 


. 
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prieſteraſt; they wrap up their abſyrd 
und pernieious doctrines in the veil of 


un unintelligible jargon; call-thein . oy 


"fees, and; demand our belief ot hen 


as ſuch. goes vio oben ty 

In order to avoid this iniquitous folly, 
our rationalifts are apt to run intb the 
-oppoſite- extreme, and tell us poſirively 
that there are v0 myſteries in the religion 
of Cnnisr; xothing required to be be- 
lieved, but what we comprehend. They for- 


: ; get that there are many myſlerious cir- 
cumſtances connefted with the facts and 


uoctrines recorded inthe B1B LE, ſo cloſely 


- and inſeparably; that while we believe 


the one, we muſt alſo 'believe- the 
ther. Our bleſſed Lond! intimates 
to Nicodemus; that there was: ſomething 
incomprehenſible in the cauſe and ope - 


_ -rations of the natural mind, as well as in 


che productions of the nex birth by che 
divine SPIRIT, and that as he believed 
AR ** rationally belive the 


other, 


. 
hi All mixacks are- 5 and 


yet we believe them; believe them as 


the effefts of the divine power, though 
we know nothing of the made of its ope- 
ration in producing them. The apoſ- 
tle (1 Cor. xv. 51) calls the change that 
vill paſs. upon the bodies of the dead 
and the living at the reſurrection, a 
MYSTERY, as it moſt undoubtedly is, and 
yet ſpoken of as an anobjed! of faith and 
hope, intended tor our comſort: We 
believe the thang. 34/clf will take place, 
though we, knew not how. it will: orca 
be. An inhabitant of the Torrid Zone, 
may be induced to believe, upon the 
teſtimony of one whole knowledge and 
veracity. he can truſt, that water in our 
country often becomes a ſolid ſubſlance. 
ol a conſiſtency ſufficient. to bear very 
Beat weights; and yet reducible to i 
4 liquid. ſlate again; though he may not 
be able to conceive how it is poſſible, 
Hence theſe,gentlemen alſo. are ſo 'very 
e ſolicitous 


_ poſſeſſing a little too much of that pride 
P. intellec which diſtinguiſhes their oppo-' 


; 


U 660 
ſolieitous to reduce the number of 
nirucies recorded in che BIA LA. Miracia 


is the fort of the Infidel ; it affords him a 
moſi-delightful fund of matter for decla- 
mation againſt the Chriſtian Religion; 
this alarms them; for with all their miſ- 
takes, they are the ſincere friends of this 
religion, and many of them juſtly num- 
bered amongſt its ableſt defenders; but 


nents, they feel themſelves inwardly 
aſhamed of a eredulity: ſo vulgar, as that 
implied in the belief of miracles,” any 
farther than "they are | compelled by che 
irreſiſtible force of evidence, and, con · 


ſequently, exert their moſt ſtrenuous 


efforts to explain away as many of them 
as they conveniently can; and eren 
venture to reprobate the idea of our 
bleſſed SAVIOUR's miraculous incar- 


nation ; or his being born into dur 


n. in our fleſh, out of the common 
; coucſe 
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chain nature, though the ſacred uri. 


ters {ſpeak of it as acertarn fad; and as 


one of the greatefl glories bf his exalted 
character. One of theſe rational 'divines* 
calls it, „A monſtroſity, exceeding al! 


« that ever poets feigned,'all that Taval = 


ges ever believed!!!” This is bold 
talking; but is it conſiſtent with that 
humble reverence with which the Book 
of Cos ſhould be treated ? ſurely very 
far from it. Aud the only reaſon they 
canigive for ſuch preſumptuous contra- 
diction to the aſfertions of ihef fatred 


oracles, in, They cannot concelve how 
it could be £1119 Andd is there any one 


ene ee inthe 
„ WM ::nuitog eo; anti: ar;ai0 Bilz, 
ech e 1 641 7 „ 777 N 
. Ander dei Low n pte ge a 
De, Price in his; ſermons. on the Chriflian Naſfring, 
5 of the bumilistiqn of Cui in becoming 
. as incomprehenſible, julliy obſerver,—* That thoſg _ 
« who will believe nothing the manner of which they 
* cannot comprehend, mur be in the way to believe : 
1 Page 141. | 


(m1. 
4 Bios; that wwey can eomprehend bow it 
could be ? for inſlance, the creation of 
the world; the reſurrection ol the dead; 

or: of our bleſſed Lorp's feeding ſo 
me ny thouſands e eee 
fivg loaves/and two. flhes., | 
' Theſe and the like are dangerous r. re- 
| fn patrons; rather 
than weaken the cauſe of infidelity; how. 
ever, itis certain they are not calculated 
toanſyer. any good end. and are quite 
unneceſſary and uſeleſi ; for, after all 
the labour, of theſe ſaſtidious theologiſl 
in this way, there will fill remain mis 
rac les enow in the B1BLE 10 afford the 
ſceptic very. ſuſſicient ſeope for the exer · 
eiſe of; his miſchievous genius. Nor is 
there, indeed, any reaſon why we ſhould 
be either aſnamed or afraid to own that 
we believe the miracle of the incarnation, 
or any other objefted to, which we find 
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in our BIBLES; they are all equally 
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in each of them equally incomprehen/ible, 
and out ofthe reach of the underſtanding 
of the moſt penetrating philoſopher, | I 
is, in fact, to no purpoſe to get rid of one 
or two, or any number of the miracles 
chere recorded, in order to avoid the bp 
ſneers or cavils of anfidels, while there 
is any one remaining; the diſficulties ia 
all ate in reality the ſame; and the ſame 
kind of arguments, that would vindicate 
any one of them, would vindicate all the 
reſt ; ol which arguments we have abun· 
dant ſuffioiency without having; secourſe 
to ſuch pitiful expedieuts as theſe over 
delicate believers ſuggeſt to us. Sceing 
then, on the one hand, that mankind are 
no longer diſpoſed to take matters upon 
traſt in the great buſineſs. of religion, or 
implicitly ſubmit to the dictates of other 
fallible men, as they uſed to do; but 
will think and judge for: themſelves ; 
and yet, on the other hand, that ſuch a 
variety of erroneous, and even hurtful 

1 14G opinions, 


— 


opinions, are the conſequence: of their 


ardour for free inquiry, ſo generally pre- 


valent, hat is to be done? To attempt 
to que nch this inveſtigating ſpirit, muſt 
be exceedingly impolitic, as well as un- 
_ Juſt, and indeed impoſſible, Our duty 
then muͤſt be to endeavour to keep it 
under proper reſtraints and regulations; 
to indulge it, indeed, in ourſelves and 
others, but with the MOST $SER1OUS 
AN D'WATCHFUL-CARE ; taking every 
ſtep in our inquiry with an attentive 
eye on every ſide; keeping our paſſions 
temperate, and our prejudices as much 

out of the way as poſſible; having our 
minds open to conviction; but particu- 
Jarly cautious of being impoſed on by 
appearances, and the firſt flaſhes of new 
_ Tight. —To rejeRt all innovations indiſcri- 
minately, or reſolve to adhere, at all 
events, to any particular doctrine of 
_ faith, or mode of worſhip, merely becauſe 
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it / has the ſanction of antiquity®; difco- 
vers great weakneſs and folly; nor lefs 
fo an over eager catching at every thing 
that happens to wear the face of novelty. 
Our buſineſs is to avoid both theſe ex- 
tremes, and follow the plain ſober light 
of ſimple truth, as it ſhines in its firſt 
leading principles, within the humble 
heart, and fill more wum. 

in the written word. wy 

The love of truth, fo natural to the 
liberal well-ordered mind; the conſci- 
ouſneſs.of poſſeſſing a rigit to judge for 


ourſelves in the concern of religion, 
and the liberty of exerciſing that right 
a we find occaſian; all tend to kindle 


G2 


eppes da peer there could have been no 


k * 
* in 


reformation from Popery, or even from Paganiſm z 
and yet upon this abſurd principle, ſome, even in this 


enlightened age, are raifing a doleful outcry againſt 


. all innovations in religion ; not conſidering that, in 
fact, their errors are innovations; and the removing 
them nothing but * 


* 


('44 ) 
in ſuch e mind a ſtrong paſſion for in- 
quiry, often, indeed, too ſtrong and im- 
petuous in favour of its object to anſwer 
the end properly; and ſtill more fo 
when oppoſed by the over - bearing power 
of civil ot eccleſiaſlical deſpotiſm, which 
has been too often, and too ul the 
caſe for many ages. 
From theſe conſiderations it app ears, 
that while the human þeart continues 


00 


„The rights of len are facred, and dugbe 
not to be qbſtruted in their peaceable exerciſe, by 
any buman power, civil or eccleſiaſtical. Neither of 
them can have avy. juſt right exthoritatively to pre- 
ſcribe what any man ſhall believe or do, i in matters 
purely religious. So far as the governing powers bias 


the minds of their ſubjects by annexing peculiar ho- 


nours and emoluments to one ſet of religious opinions, 
and ſetting marks of contempt ypon others, ſo far 
they moſt eſſentially obſtru@ the freedom of i inquiry, 
and prejudice the cauſe of truth. Chriſtianity will 
never he reſtored to its purity, and univerſally pre- 
yail, till, entirely freed from all human force, it be 
ſuffered to make its way by its own native power f 
inward convition, ; 
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to be ſo blinded, weak, depraved, and 


ſelf-ſufficient as it is at preſent, a great 
deal of calm deliberation, accompanied 


with fervent prayer to Gop for his di- 
reQion and bleſſing, is neceſſary, thar 
while we-cheriſh. this lahäable paſhon, 
we may properly check its too vehement 
ardour, and prevent its degenerating into 
keentiouſneſs, or precipitating us into the 
extremes of ſceptical refinement, while 
we endeavour to avoid a ſlovenly credu- 
lity and bigotted attachment to human 

creed. | 


f | - 4 
* 


3 SECTION 


(96 
SECTION: Iv. 


+ fair unprejudiced Study of the * 


tures recommended. 


Nche Book of Gop we have a * 


and infallible directory in the impor- 
tant buſineſs of religious inquiry ;—4 
light ſhining in a dark place, to which we 


do well to take heed. But, in order to 


avail ourſelves effeQually of this aid, 
4 we muſt uſe it properly; that is with 
the deepeſt reverence and humility ; 
laying aſide our prejudices, and ſubmit. 
ting to its deciſions with the ſimplicity 
of children ; without ſuch a diſpoſition 
of mind, this book will be of very little 
uſe to us in our reſearches after truth. 
But in this point, alas! we miſerably 
fail! for though we (Proteſtants at leaſt) 
appeal to the BIB LE, as the ſtandard of 
our religious faith, yet to how little pur- 
ee the ne and e of too me 


. * * - - * 
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of the appellants who run into extremes, 
very evidently ſhew. They refer one 
another to rs book, not as it came out bf 
the hands of the facred writers, but as 
new modelled by themſelves, to ſuit 
their reſpeQive ſyſtems of faith, or phi- 
loſoſphical prejudices; and therefore, 
are ſtill -as much at variance with one' 
another, and with truth, as if there was 
noſuch book in the world. This appeal, 
thus managed, is a mere farce; they do not 
in reality mean any ſuch thing, on either 
fide ; ſo far from it, that we find them 


uſing all the art and ſophiſtry they are 
capable of, to turn and twiſt, and even 


torture the ſacred text, in order to 


ſupport their reſpective predetermined 
opinions; and if they cannot do this by 


any other means, will flatly deny the au 
thenticity of the text itſelf, and call it a 
forgery®. 64 What 


®* Were we to expunge from the New Teſtament. all 


thoſe paſſages that exhort good men to their duty, and 


call 


L 78.1 

What meaſures then ſhall we take to 
remedy. this untoward ſituation of things? 
—Certainly if we mean what is fair and 
conſiſtent with honeſt common ſenſe 
in our appeals here, we muſt unite in 
the reſolution of taking the words of 
ſcripture as they lie, and in their own 
natural unadulterated form and latitude 
of expreſhon ; with due attention to the 
context, occaſion, and ſcope of the nar- 
ration and argument in which any parti- 
. cular paſſage is found; or in that ſenſe, 
in which an intelligent Pagan, who had 
never ſeen the book before, nor had 
heard of our controverſies, but was fin- 

N W cerely 


call ſinners to repentance, to pleaſe the Antinomians, on 
the one hand; and thoſe which ſpeak of the divine 
dignity of Cuatir ; his pre-exiflence ; miraculous in- 
carnation ; the influences of the Divine Syin1T upon 
the human mind, &c. to pleaſe the Socinians, on the 
other, we ſhould reduce that bleſſed book to a very 


extraerdinar yo believe, and nothing at a'l to do. 
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ocrely deſtrous of knowing the truth in 
religion, would take them, upon reading: 
it attentively; interpreting what appears 
dark and doubtful, by what is more clear 
and certain; comparing one paſſage with 
another, and the whole wich the f 
principles belore mentioned;“ accom- 
pany ing all with earneſt prayer to the 
FATHER of LIGHTS, to dired our hearts: 
into has love, In this way of proceeding, 
if ſincerely deſirous of obeying as well as 
inawing the truth, we may reaſonably 
hope, that we ſhall be led into all neceſſary. 


acquaintance with it, and ſo as to eſcape 


all material and dangerous errors. But 
it, ane taking this plain rational 
| method. 


ei is owing to the want of eh thoſe 615 


principles conſtantly in view, and the law written in 
tur hearts, Which will always perfectly harmonize 


with the contents of the BI LA, taken in their plain 
ple meaning; it is for, the want of this, that 
there is ſuch a ſtrange diverſity of religious opinions 
us, q 1 e ö ” 


©. þ 
— 


[&] 


method of conſulting the' ſacred oracles, 


we raſhly and obſtinately reſolve to ſol- 
low the dictates of our prejudiced imagi - 


nations as our ſureſt guides, no wonder 


- we ſhould ſtumble and fall. And yet 


this is too often the caſe, not only with 
the hot - headed ſuper - orthodox zealot, 
but with ſome other wiſe ſenſible well- 
meaning men of ſtrong reaſoningpowers; 
too confident here, they are eaſily perſua- 
ded to give up the BIB LE, when it hap- 
pens to ſland in the way of their preju- 
dices, and reſign themſelves entirely to 
the guidance of thoſe powers. 

Dr. Price, in a note, page 14, of his 
Sermons on the Chriſtian Doctrine, tells 


us, his friend Dr, Prieflley acknowledges, 


& That he does not think himſelf bound 


to believe an opinion, merely becauſe 


it was held by an Apoffle. What is 
this but calling in queſtion apoſtolic in- 


_ ſpiration ; and acknowledging that th& 
| Apoflles have ſaid ſome things, about 


Jssos 
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which the Doctor does not approve ? 
All appeals, therefore, to the BizLE/in 
our diſputes with Dr. Prięſtley and his 


| followers muſt be to no deciſive purpoſe; 
for, they will, of courſe, whenever their 


cauſe requires it, appeal from that to an 


higher tribunal, the infallibility of human 


rea/on, weak and imperfe& as it is, and 
this in matters of pure reveſation 11 
How lamentable that a man of Dr. Prizft- 
key's abilities and learning ſhould be fo 
DO ET” W 3 


France, page 38, flatly denies the divine inſpiration 
of the Scriptures; the Apoſtle affirms it, Gal. i. 19. 
2 Tim, iii. 16.— Which ſhall we believe? | 
The author of theſe. refletions is not perſonally 
dei Dr. Prieſtley ; but by the report of 


many, who reprobate his peculiar opinions in religion, 


the Doctor is a gentleman of ſuch piety and virtue, 


nd poſſeſſes ſo many amiable qualities, that even 
Nut himſelf, beholding him, muſt love him, as he 


Jrsus Cunier, and his great ſalvation, 


The 


* The Dodos, in his Letters to the Philoſophers of 


6 8& ) 


„The B1BLE, as to all its eſſential doc. 
ti ines; is certainly meant by its divine 
author for the inſtruction of mankind in 

general, the people of plain common 
ſenſe, in the important concerns of 
religion and virtue, rather than for the 
entertainment of philoſophers and cri - 
tics; to inform the poor illiterate la- 
bourer and mechanic, what ke ſhould do 
io be ſaved, and not to furniſh the ſpecu- 
lative theologiſt with materials for meta- 
phyſical creeds and pompous fyſtems 
of divinity. Any ſenſe, therefore, put 
upon the words of that book, reſpecting 
its 


did the young ruler, of whom: we read in the goſpet; 
though at the fame time fay to him allo, One 
thing thoa lackeſt; go thy way ;- lay aſide the 
«idea of the abſolute infallibility of thy own reaſon, and 
its all-ſufficiency to judge of every circumſtance in 
„the ways of God, or the diſpenſations of his grace 
to man, in which thou truſteſt with ſuch decided con- 
lencg, and with the humble docility.of a child, 
44 vetily knowledge to which thou art now a ſtranger.” 
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its doctrines, that requires a great deal 
of refined reaſoning to make it out, 
mould, an that very account, be at feaſt 
fuſpetted of being wrong. Common 


ſenſe here is a far better guide, than any 


parks of our own kindling, however 
vividand brilliant they may appear. 
The information this DIVIx N BOOK 
Avid us of Go, his perfections and 
government; ef our moral depravity and 
danger; of Jrsvs Cux1s7, his perfoh 
and character; the concern he” has in 
our reſtoration to the divine favour ; ant 
of the gracious operation of the gott 
SPIRIT in effefting the great work of 
dur ſalvation; is all expreſſed there in à 
manner moſt admirably adapted to the 
capacities and moral feelings of the com- 
mon people, and ſo as to enable them to 
underſtand all that is neceſſary to their 
duty and happineſs, eſpecially when ex- 
patiated upon, and enforced by the pub- 


to 2 with'a truly evangelical 


ſimplicity 


1 4 3 

ſimplicity of language, 8 

75 ſpirit. F 
From all this it is abundantly NP 
, pea if we mean to be ſerjous in. our ap- 
peals to the ſacred oracles, we muſt re- 
ſol ve to take matters as they are there 
ſtated, in the plain natural conſtruction 
oſ the words ; or in the meaning which 
is the moſt obvious to common ſenſe, 
and beſt adapted to the moral feelings of 
the heart deſirous of knowing and obey- 
ing the truth, and which is leaſt tainted 
with any of our theological or philoſo- 
phical prejudices. In ſhort, if we would 
indeed, get at the true ſenſe of the ſacred 
uritings, and unite in it, we muſt lay 
aſide our preconceived peculiarities of 
ſentiment, fit with unfeigned HUMILI- 
ku at the feet of Jzsvs, his prophets | 
andapoſtles, and learn of them, It was 
' PRIDE, or the vain ambition of being 
| wiſer than his Maxx, that led man into 
_fin and miſery at firſt ; hunLTIxv is 
GWG 


_$P1R1T of Gop, upon our hearts, taken 
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the principle, that muſt lead him out of 
it, and indeed begin his deliverance ; a 
principle too liitle attended 12 by our 
hyper critics and metaphyſical philoſophers, 


as well as by our degmatical dummen. 
Though it muſt be allowed, that ſome 


advantages may be derived to the intereſt 


of religion from criticiſms and metaphy- 


ſics, when ſob erly conducted, and con- 


fined to the adjuſting ſome of its circum- 


ſtantials; yet, when applied to its eſſen - 


tial and leading doctrines, they do more 


harm than good, and are too often pro- 


ductive of very ſhocking conſequences ; 
and, indeed, are ſeldom applied here, but 
to ſerve ſome favourite hpyotheſis ; nor 


even then, to any effect, without doing 
violence to common ſenſe, or overpaw- 
ering its efforts. The great doctrines 
of redemption, and the forgiveneſs of fins, 
through the meretorious obedience and 
_ atoning efficacy of the blood of Cunisrt, 
and of the /alutary influences of the HOLY 


- 


6 


6s they are plaivly expreſſed in the 
BIS ER, appear to be ſo eloſely inter- 
woven into the very ſubſbance of the gra: 
cious tevelation there given us; ſo per- 
vade the Whole body of Giriſtian di. 
vinity, and are ſo conſonant to our moral 
feelings, that it requires a world of me 
taphy ſical ſophiſtry and refined criticiſm 
to explain them away, nor, indeed ean do 
«tothe ſatis faction of the truly ſerious and 
unprejudiced mind, and that really feels 
itle ll guilty of offending- a mo fioly and 
juſt God. For ſuc a mind, ſo awakened 
however confident before. it might be in 
the excellence of its moral charafter; 
will find chat confidence forſake i it, and 
naturally look out fot relief; and learn 
ing ſomething of Jesus, and his ſuita- 
bility to bis caſe; will, of courfe, apply 
to him, as his only hope and confolation. 
The good ereatures that can ſee no fin 
in themſelves ; the * ſelf-righteous pha- 
riſee, and the ſelf-fufficient philoſopher; 
charmed with the merit of their ſpecious | 
Wer | | virtues, ' 


i) 


virtues" muy "flier" themſelves with & = 
title to the divine favour, without fear 


of diſappointment,” if they pleaſe; but 


what muſt the poor literate Unter do, 


under the heart-appalling conviction, of, - 
his moral depravity and gui ?P=Take 


awiy the ide of the blood of Cnnitsr, 
28 ſhed for 'the'remiffion of AU fins, ind 
of the gracious efficacy of the br VIVE 
*P1R1T, againft their power in his heart, 


and you remove the very foundation n 
which his afflited ' foul can reſt with 
comfort, in the realizing views of death' 


and eternity J In ſhort, in this'over-ref- 7 - _ 
ned ſyſtem of religion, of which ſome _ * 
of our ratzona/ldivines are ſo fond, there 


is, to many ſerious people of plain com- 
mon Tenſe, whoſe moral feelings: are 
22 kind of - deathful torpitude, amor-/ 
tal coldneſs, that chills the very vitals-of 
religion und its bleſſed hopes within 
them; they findit remarkably unſuitable 
to o their condition as. tranſgrefors of the, 


H divine 


wo 


( 
divine Jaws4 enſlaved by the powers of 
un; feuck with the awfol majeſty nd 
pusity of Gon; and yet anxious for an 
$9/ael, 38 it lies in the B18 L E. is indeed 
a glorious goſpel, a joyful ſaung i becauſe 
it Holds) up /t9, their: view the Lon n 
Jeu Cynon, in that infinitely impor» 
tant and endearing. character, the 8 A- 
V1OUR OF S1NNERS,'rederming then 10 
Gov, by lis Nogd;- and bacauls it aſſures 
them alſp of Qoo's gracious.readineſs 
to. beſtow his y0LY Ar Ir upon them 
bo Gncerely: afk it, 0 enlighten their 
_ underſtandings, renew and {anglify their | 
natures, free them from the law. of fin 
and death}; guide them into all agceſary 
truth, comfart tham in diſlxeſe ; conduct 
ſcdham ſaſaly trough che dangers. of life. 
death and, at luſt; quicken their. dead. | 
bodies, and ſecure them in the poſſeion 
of eternal life, and glory. M bnen He 7 
. a n Theſe 
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These we. indeed, [badntechenring 
e worthy of à wiſe and// merciful 
Cop to reveal, end of all. arceptation 
tom us. And accordingly they have 


been faund to be ſuch by the happy 


experience of Mt.410Ns of otherwiſe 
periſhing ſinners, even te ae 9 
to their ſalvation. of vut6:- 

But is there any * like ui lbs 
goſpel of our refined evangeliſts ? or do 


they talk in the language of the fSrophets 


and apoſtles about JA Cun er ꝰ 


The ſacred writers ſpeak. of him in the 


higheſt | flile of admiration, love, and 
praiſe. They delight 10 tell us of the 
dignity of his perſon, the - exceeding 


riches of his grace, and the infinite worth = 
of his blood They repreſent him as 
the inv God, the brightneſs of buy 
glory; by whom be made and yorernnts 8 
he world and all (thingy therein; ha- 
ving-ALL THL'FULNE6 07 ru GoD-' 
TT: Hh HIAD 
| *. 


(#0 


th ane 
D DWELLING IN HM, 
1 


\ ” J % 5, 
ig in cur world, a man of men | 
— agen our 
and at roſs for 


hath- ſeen 
with the FATHER; that he that 


nin has ſeen'the FATHza alſo.—They 
nin 


che form 
though in 
alſo repreſent him, 


of time, as 
in the fulneſs —4 
—— 9 — And taking 


-— 1 | ; 
him that of a ſervant in our fleſh, dwel- 


but as now riſen from the 
i but as now ri - 
ſalvation: 


weren gu 8 
Wor 2. | E: of K L # 
ed wich 1 oe rei 
I Lords, the ee 

5 the -higheſt eee wu 
5 g. and praiſe from t 


angels, and the 
merable company of ange 


; while 
iri -e ere ay 
_ of our more refined teache _ 
| , remarkable, about him, m__ 
ching re 2 gy | 
5 ä 6 
4 
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and throie-:a- veil over that ilhiftrious- 
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the ſaered penmen give us of this 


3 
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glow of character in which the ſacred! 
writers" exhibit him They allow, in- 
deed,” that he is a great prophet ſent 
olf God, to teach mankind ſome good 
leſſons of morality ; aſſure the penitent 
of pardon; promiſing to thoſe who, 
perſevere in righteouſneſs, eternal liſe; 
ſetting them a good example of piety and 
virtue, and ſealing the Whole with bie 
blood ut, at the ſame tima, they re- 
preſent him as a mere ſallibis and even 


pfeccable man, as the ſon of , Zoſeph. and 


Mary in the common way of nature} 11. 
4 ede eee ONE 4+-064 or 
_ timents or langunge in the world than 
appears in this view ?— When we read 


the account, and- contemplate the idea 


GRAND PERSON AGE, our beats burn 
mii iin us: while that which-theſe gen- 


Nie 


cold 


qt» inen Hg 


rem Kath and organs 


_ EV 
cold as ice in the higheſt latirade'6f ihe 
trizid zn ne mee 
Accerdingty the public Aifeourſes of) 


che preathery of this caſt; In general, 
conſiſt any of ſome itigenious ſpecula- 
done on dhe deine benevolenee, dry 


encotniums on the beauty of virtue, and 
the dignity" of human nature: or, at 
ben, judieiou arrangement of the evi- 
dences- in favour of Chriftianiey ;- "and 
exhortations to piety and vitue; all. 
very good in cheit place, and wu their © 
proper accompaniments ; but not fo 
when made the wholrof religion. Heneo 
the thinneſs of their congregations, and 

the little regard their preachments meet | 
with from the moſt -ferious part ol the 


Mere heavers bud ] Es us CHEST, andibin 
cratified,: and ſyeal; hie chers to the 


| let 


tm J. 

let them toll them plainly and faithfully. 
ol their miſerable condition as ſinners} 
their moral deprrvlty, guilc, and danger, 
and how Nef 6ffended Gop; af hie pure 
goodneſe, hat provided ſor them an all-- 
ſuſfetent SAVIOUR 3 let them held him 

up to the view of their auditory, in al! 
the divine excellencies 6f thit imper- 
tant eharatter ; expatiste di ile àma- 
zing greatne ſv ot his love, and hôw true 

it is, that he is ma, of Gon une ws. wie 
dom, Pighttduſne/s; ſan@ification and re. 
demption. Let them prefs upon mei - 
tentiaon the neceſſny ot repentance to. 
wards Gov, and faith in our LoD Ji- 
ö Cunter, as the way, the truti, au 
25 | le %, and that ts math cores ale the 
# 7 "few b ahi nature . W . 

» = ta gita/nigrulchange, calledbyCrnier, 

i a being barn. again of the Spiri, or 1 
bolinefs without which no man ſhall ſee 4. 
e d—Letthem. .. 
H4 do 


- 


„ og ooo wars ie. Eo. So 2. Sh - Ao. ou a» Ho 
* 4 * ** - % . — . py Þ — — 
= - p * . 1 * \ 
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of the ſuered oratles;; and, fo as at once 


 10/inform che underfiaading, and afleg 


alarm the flupid; encourage the ſerious 
| ioquires-afier, ſalvation, and build up 
the true believer in his holy. faith, com- 


fort and obedience; and while they fon. , 


nuoully inſiſt on the uarious duties of the 
Chriftian lift, and endeavour to explain 
and enſorce them, lot it be ſo as always 
to keep their hearers'in ſight of the gra- 


cious power neceſſary io the proper dif- 


| Charge of them, and the certainty of 
objaining, it, when ep fought. for 


in the, diligent, uſe, ef the” appoimed 
means. Let them do all. this, not in 
their uſually cold ſpeculative way, but 


with that animating ſpirit and real, 


- which juſt views of ourſely ves, of ( Engler, | 
of Gop reconciling the world to "himſe)f 


by him, and of an awful eternity, tend 


- toinſpire. In + word, Jet od yo iber. 
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wears inte their Iyſlem of morals: the 


10 
ce, golden ai read of \cyangelical grace: draw. 
„ their reaſons, and, motives to the precepts, 
nts, from the diſtinguiſhing fads,  dorazes,. 
us and promiſes of the goſpel. Let them 
up! do.this, and they will, ſoon, experience, 
De a. very different reception from the com- 
e- - mon people, who haye any taſte for reli- 

he gion, any concern about, their, duty and, 

in happineſs ; but the ſalvation, of whoſe 

ys ſouls is as precious in the fight of God. 

. | wy of the greateſt philoſophers. ad 
1 ile | 5 . "1519 458 595 W. 
ay F 
d | BIST EI, are ſo clear in this matter, that we imagine 
A we may appeal to the good {eaſe and judgment ofpur | 
* rational divines themſelves, with the fulleſt confidence 

ut of heir deciding in our favour, whether! the ides of 
l, che perſon and medistion of Cu xi er; aud hie grace, 
„ een, does abt infinitely. mare bout 
if | ; to Him, and to the divine benevolence i ſet our obli- 
$: © gations to both in a much fironger light, aud conſe. 
4 muently tend infinitely more to animate our devetion 

o to Cos, and a virtuous conduct in mn 
0 OE NN. (pw 
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The bulk of mankind want. either 
. leiſure or capacity, and many of them 
both for fpeculgtive difquiſitions and 
refinements in the raonule of religion; 
Ito would get at'theff/tnidds; and gen 
cheir attention, to aty*valtiable purpoſe, 
it malt de by füch inſtructions and 
_ reafonings” as ure calcufated'ts Rrike 


_ direaly, upon thelr"conitiion' fenſe and 
moral feelings, and ſuch at ariſe” natu- 


rully out of the firſt general priticiples 


before mentioned; the plain facts re- 
corded in the BIB LE; and the unſophi- 


ſicated, e neee grounded 
r it , OF 729513 44) $9% 34 1 1 
_ However, mou we cannot ber 4. 


ment the prevalence of thele errors, let 
us comfort ourſelves: with the hope that. 
me no long mmer 
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Fr ill prerall in 
due dme. Tue light that now attends he 
ate no, unn win , nome Þriy! 1 fpirit 


gh 8] 1 5 "apr: 2 


Be: aver all opp a 
22 of Sy, : tor if, with wie fem 
of free iuquiry, it pleaſes/Guv to contines to | 


the'uſe of abe i x common ſenſe, and the | Brow By) i vp» | 
pere ta vn impoſbhle, that tevera, ſe rontrary to bach, 
ſhould be of ſong cont inuance. ; The glare of falſe. 
pliilofophy : and dyper-criticiim may Hdazile the well. 
| meaning mind ſoy a time, but ft NA LAS © 
it e ep e en fle l e ad - 
overcame im the end. 8 tunen em Py MA! 
| "The graciags 704-5" * th 2 

ern lende mankind ches tö whale ce ml 


dige and tie with, his ſacred wordzcas/theſs = 


ga e, appear. to t. We; allow: 
five knowledge, \ntegriry, piety but even Wise a 

good men may be witfken; and greatly 2G = 
ſpiritual diſcernment ; witneſs even the poll „t 
Canyon, as, to the chief defigns of his: caming/inte = 
_ the vnd, andthe. true nature of. his kingdom, be. 
ſave his aſcenſion, wy. effubon of his ſpixit og 
the day of Pentecoſt : and lame years after that - 
event, Feter | and others | were muck in the 
dari about the ie ritual, wad the et of 
admitting the Gentile - converys im 28 — 
1 eee | | 


. 


ſpirit of free inveſtigation, in ume! 


religion, is increaſing. apace, and will 


| Ding more and more, no doubt, unto the 

4 perfect day; when that heterogeneous 

A mixture. of truth and error. "which has 
| hitherto ſo tinfured the ſchemes of our 
various party- momgers, and ſo long peſ- 
tered the | Chriſtian church, fall be 


ſeparated, as pure metal from the drols ; 
and the ſimple truth as i ſands in the 
book of Ixsus, be cordially. embraced, 


and more generally acquieſced in, by 
- all real Chriſtians. Happy day! may it 


ſoon. arrive, with all; its train of celeſtial 


bleſſings, purity, righteouſneſs, love, and 


enn weir, benign influence 
d. tongue, "and 5 


AY 19977 


ue Narr 
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4 . But, amid our mol . — 


we muſt yet expect to meet with many' 
Keatons for the 'exerciſe' of out fai th 


and patience, The Great Sovereign ge- 
 nerally carries into execution the deſigns: 
9 10 the children of men 


80 1 290% e 


objelte preſented to itz notice, that 
ame 23 Tag Etrf 


'(-99 1 


by 8 with a wiſe dar of cir. _ 


cumſlances, calculated to excite their 
hopes and ſears, draw their attention to 


his hand in all, and make them more 


deeply ſenſible of their dependance upon 
him. Thus he afts in the natural world; 
the vegetable ſprings up a tender ſhoot, - 
aid attains to its full growth, by a flo 
progreſs. : Man himſelf, from the feeble 


ate of infancy, riſes progreſſively in 


more perlect and yigorous maturity; 
the refinements of civilization, in all 
countries, have been carried on by de- 
grees; und the like is obſervable in 
the progreſs of the arts and feiences, 


and the diſcoveries of natural phi- 


| loſophy. And that this is the caſe in 


the moral world, both ſacred and pro- 


phane hiſtory abundantly; teſtify. Gon 
4 undoubtedly; could have ſo ordered 


the conſtitution of the human mind, 
and the circumſtances of the various 


1 


— ages of crime; ſhould 
| have been acquainted with both natural 
_ and religious; truths, as full as we ate 
| "now, or poſterity will be in the happy 
dy expeſted; yet it'14 evident from the 
fact that. he has not done To, but, on the 


contary,'opens the plan of human happi- 
neſs, not only progreſſively, but by lo 
gradations, as they appear to us. Why he 


acts in chis manner is amongſt the arcana 
ol his government, into which it would 
de extremely impertinent and even pre- 

ſumptuous for us to pry, any farther 


than he ig pleaſed to open the way, in 


the courſe of his providence and by the 


lights afforded us in his word. While, 


therefore, we are indulging the ſpirit of 
inquiry, and think treely, let us with 
patience wait for theſe openings, nor af. 
fett to be wiſe above what is mitten, or aim 


at knowledge in the ways of Gon toe lg 
for us; panticularly, let us not indulge 


* 
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- all true religion lies in their, um Serty | 
agu ar 3, peculian ſet of phraſes; 


but ſludy the ſcriptpres. impartially, be 
open to canviſtien, and yet beware * 


taking -dppearances | for , realitits, and of 


deciding: too: baſtily./This is the way to 
come at truth (ourſelves, and to lead 
others into it} The main aim of moſt.of 
our religious * diſputants is vidory, not 
truth, Not a fair diſcuſſion of the ſubjet̃t 
in queſtion, but the ſupport of their om 
prejudged © ca Yor ic pan} i. This 
= IT 1914 187 nes 


0 1 
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Sour diſpytants; than 16 take it for granted, without = 


the leaſt heſation, that their aws ſyſtems of opinions 
is, and muff be, right. Hence they not only contend 
with theis opponents, but even read the Scyiptures, at 
with any deſign un difeover thatruth,| but w blink 
theiy open. igey. of is, They fix . the ftawp of jnfalli- 


| bility upon their poculipr notions, and ſet all farther 


inveſtigation at defiance. This is « condu& far fem 
rational; it is abſurd even in the extreme} their ene, 
though, ſe dangerouſly eros ev. is, delpeaate, out of | 


the. reach of all the ordinary means of recovery. 


( =» ) 


| cure un make it's what 10 
| avoid; 4s ſtrongiy tending to blind tbe 
underſtanding, warp ihe judgment, and 
fo contraſt and ſhut up the mind, as to 
exclade all hope, and even poſſibility. of 
conviction. The man that ſuffers himſelt 
to be thus governed, may make aflaming 
higot, but never become . 
f enlightened Chriſtian, if Atte. 11 
Dietz of. opinions. in Fu. 2 FR is, 
in the preſent ſtate of human; mature, 
abſolutely unavoidable, and in itſelf 
or perfeRly harmleſs; the bad effekls of it 
are owing entirely to the evil diſpoſi- 
- tions, bigotry, and perſecuting cal of 
their reſpeRtive patrons, If this diver- 
ſity be maintained with that candour and 
_ - benevolence Chriſtianity teaches, i it may 
be made eminently ſerviceable to its in- 
tereſt,” It naturally tends to Touſe the' 
minds of men from that indolence i into 


Which they are fo. apt 10 fall: to afliſ 


and animate the ſpirit of free inquiry in 
en bs dug bra 0 2: is f f 
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its Anden after truth; inſpire them 
with the laudable ambition of excelling 
one another in uſeful knowledge, piety, 
and virtue, as the beſt, recommendation 
of, their reſpellive tenets; put them 
boon: their guard againſt the impoſitions 
anne men, and a more attentive 
dy of the ſacred oracles; the only out- 
. Ls d ſtandard of genuine orthodoxy, In 
a word, this diverſity of ſentiment in 
religion affords us a more ample ſcope 
for the exerciſe of our brotherly love, 
and is one of the cleareſt proofs of. its 
| fincerity ; and thus contributes to the 
more abundant increaſe of our own haps 
pineſs,and that of ſociety, till the wiſhed. 
for event takes place, when we ſhall be all 
more entirely of one mind, and more 
cordially united in the bonds or pure” 
evangelical alttettion. 
Type great defign of all the * 
of Cun15T is, to make ut truly pious, 
Lr 
1 ahn "> That 
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| Thitt odd therefore of - umlerftanding. 


t 364 1] 


thoſe doctrines, or thoſe ſchemes of 


religious taith and worſhip,” which 0 
find by experience, moſt eonducive to 


_ theſe great ends, ſhould. undoubtedly 
be embraced® ; but of this, co ον 


fenſe will tell us, every man muſt be left 
to judge for himſelf under the guidance 


bf that light and moral feeling Gop 
| N ey 8 


e ">. 'cerely 


d : * 
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* The PO a of the goſpel, or its 


fitneſs to promote true piety sad virtue, is one of 
ite brighteſt ornambnts, and affiprds. one of the moſt. 
convincing evidences of its divine original. The 


man that receives it into his heart, and lives habitually 


| uiidef jth lüllusdbe; Back u er fo Himſelf, to hie 


on ebmfort, ad ſuch as all the moſt ſubtle argu» 
ments of iofidela and the utmoſt eſſoris of the powers 


of darkneſs can never confute, Nor can mankiad 
de ever happy, but bs they live under its influence ; 
and When they come tb do this in general, they will 


beuniverſally (0; That ſyem of doQtirine and var 
ſhip, therefqre, that we had poſſeſſes molt of this tes 


dency, we ſhould chooſe and practiſe. And of this' 
| „ 
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terely de r of knowing the truth, 
will be attended with Rumble and” fer. 


vent prayerfor the divine aſſiſtance. 


That ſet of religious opinions that 
would enceedingly delight and edify one 
man, and molt eſſectually animate him 
in his vourſe of Chriſtian duty, may be 
very diſguſtful io another, und ſtrike 
ſuch a deathful ooldneſs upon his pious 
aſſections and virtuous endeavours, 'as 


 woald be highly prejudicial to his beſt 
| intereſt; and, there fore, not to'be\endw. 
red. Hence $£p AWATE #OCIETIES, 


AND D1iFFERENT Mobs or wont 
BECOME'IN'D18PENSIBLY WECESSARY, 


Forinſlance,— 7 4139 wil TORE Real 


What edification or comfort could a 
Brit Triearien ſind in & conſtant atten- 
dance upon the public 'worſhip of the 


trig; Unitarien? or the latter; in his 


attendance: on that of the nnen 


3 Unetarian cobbed the 


Is "rp 


Len 


Ses his dear; Redeemer,, ther 
Sr, his ſanfiifier, and comforier, o 


1 


rejoices to, give ihem. On the, pther 
| band; the Unitarian. would conſider. the 
Trinitariaties no better. than an idolater 
in fad. though not in intention, and ſeel 
his indignation kindle at che idea. 
The pious Calmnif, who is Soul 
Ty attached tothe peculiarities of his ſyſtem, 
. and is defirous of receiving the /incer: 
| mulh of the word, ſo as to grow thereby, in 
the knowledge and grace of Ctxisr, 


refſary to bat end; and imagines, at 
1eaſt, wat be feels the thought of being 


one of the choſen objects of ſpecial and 


: diſcriminating grace warm his heatt, and 
ſpite ĩt with che moſt lively 


courſe) of \duty; render fin more hate- 
ful, holineſs mort deſirable, Cunts 
more ace and, in a words: build 

* A 8 


the glory due to their names, and which he 


believes thoſe peculiarities eſſentially ne- 


gratitude, 
and love to Con; zninte him in his 


rr 


favour moſt ol what be calls the 4 
dngulſung dofrines of the goſpel; and 


| preatchingin the world no goſpel at all, 


(9) 


him up in be power and comforts. of 
the divine liſe ; and, therefore, gladly 
attends the preaching and prayers that 


without which he would think the fineſt 


and that his foul would-be ftarved for 
want of its ſpiritual oy if bg * 


ſit under it. 
On the other hand, the ſ<rious * 


tian, Who conſiders thoſe peculiarities 


as not only unſeriptutal, but allo | as 


greatly depreciating the divine. goodneſs 


to the children of men, and totally in- 


_ conſiſtent with it; would feel himſelf 


very uncomfortable, and the: ſeaſons: of 
br, cy painful trials, were he obli- 
ged td attend " wth preachments and 
prayers. fraught With the peculiarities of 
rigid. Culviniſn | but would find his 
whole ſoul filled with deyout admiration, . 


love, and praiſe, at. the hearing 01 the 
auth I 3 aniverſallicy | 


NK . ob } | 1 
U 


aniverſatlity of dhe diyine' grace; 4 

| 5 bleſſed Jau agen ant for every 

mn was d tanſom for all}; u ppi 
lion for the finr of the whold'warld: He 
would tell us that this more enlarged 
des of the benevolence of ihe Dztrr, 
not only did the higheſt honour to the 
L divine perfections and government, but 
A lſſo at the fametime, afforded his mind 
the ſweeteſt conſolation, and che -moſt 
 Animating mptives to' repentance and 
Hhuolineſe, by giving him not a ftecarions 
and uncertain hope, but the mei abſolute 
of urance, that Jz&>us Chassr did /o 

| love l, as: ta-give' hamfelf for im- 
that the bleſſings. of his gracious falva- 

tion are a free for him, / as for 'any | 

other; that,” therefore; -confeffing'-and 

forſaking his fins, ue walt moſt aſ- 

ſuredly iind mercy ; and conſequently 

. that to continue in fin in the face of 

| ſuch unis good, and 'the pecu- 

OP + ated 10 forſake it 

\ l thence 


thence ariſing, would be the baſeſt in: 
tremendous guilt of denying e Lon n 
tlas long pm he would tell us, chat 
while this idea of rede ming grace gave =» 
_ more lively ardour ta his love of Gon, 
ie alſo. expanded bis heart with the moſt 
benevolent concern for the happineſs 
_ efall mankind; diſpoſed him to conſider 
and treat.them as his brethren, the chil- 
dren of the lame father, 0 by 
| dill elaine fake Gen GE Ft 
Wich ſuch ſentiments impreſſed on 
| his mind, he would be miſerable to be 
va- deprived of the opportunities of hearing 
ol hat he eſteems, not only wholeſome 
and ſound; d6Arine, but perfobtly /orip- 
| tural and gffentially nereſary to his edi- 
_ feation,and comfort.  - 
_ AndyithreſpeRto the forms of reli- 
9% W 2 — — 
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Abele e dhe limo giager which de 
Gothic ſtile of architecture ſpreads 


chrough it, fills; che mind of the honef 
- thurchmanwith'a"kind of ſacred we: 
ehe high opinion he has from his child- 


hood, been taught to entertain of the 

doctrine and worſhip of a church, eſta. 

bliſhed by all the legiſlative powers ot 
his country, and ſanctioned by even the 
blood of ſo many martyrs ; the high dig · 
nity and ſplendor of its biſhops the dreſs 
ol its prieſls ; the gravity of its prayers; 
the bowings and croſlings, and other 
ceremonious parade of its ſervice; all con- 


ſpire to Warm his heart, and draw out 


him, à pious ardour towards the great 
| obyett of his devotion, and give him 


| peculiar luden and pleaſure ;— „ 
18 1 Jah 0X Hp awhile. - 


. 
tte daa Ld nr Mgt LA . 


| LAlluding-to e bee in, Dr, Nhe xeritings, 
where he ſpeaks of * pov eager the lefiiags, | 


We 


? 


high claims to implicit obedience to 

her authoxity, and even that authority 
dependent entirely upon the will of the 
tate, that he cannot, without doing vio». 
lence 10 his conſcience, and eſſentially, 


give himſelf up to its government. oY 

thinks highly of the importance of main- 
taining the- rights of private judgment, 
and religious liberty, which that church 
denies him; and prefers, what he eſteems 
a-miore” apoſtolic conſtitution and diſcj- 
pline of 'Chriſlian ſocieties, and where 


be thinks be finds a more ſcriptural, = 


amn. devotion, much beter: 
adapted 


* 


( +1018 3 
_ adaptedto bis moral taſte, and his 
virtue, and therefore ſeeks to worſhip 
- [his G0, in-a manner erde 
| | his priveiples. $4100 44th-4 #65 6 
That eminently-ſober and make 
body of conſcientious Chriſtians, com- 
monly. ealled Quakeys, fincerely think 
trom the eſtabliſhed chureh, but irom 
us all; and chat, in order to their wor- 
ſuipping Gon according to the diftates 
of hie wolY Arn, and their inward 


1 85 oxperienceand enjoyment of his ble ſſed 


Lets ren ann is their indif- 
Ubinks ſocieties, though unissd amangt 

themſelves by one peculiar bond of 
Chriſtian fellowſhip, and to carry on the 
great duſineſs of Chriſtian worſhip and 
ciſeipbne, in-eheir own peculiar ways 
"7 DE « | their 


EET ESAF 


: 


be; 


* 


their ſpiritnal 
ſacrifice even their lives, if called to it, 
in ſupport'of rhe teſtithony they bear to 
| has; they Judge: the; TRUTH N. 


(mg) 
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inventions in religion,; and who! that 


Toverences r. 2 ce: ns 
dolge them * bv 
From this view of | thingy, it appears 


highly reaſonable ar the fame liberty 


would beufoved"norviiy to rheſe, but 
to. all other religious fefts zmongiſl us; 
| Metbodiſts, Moraviags,/- Papiliay New 
"ran er ay ia 
t6'chrry on the güne 6f focial worthip 


2 the fear of Gon. in a peaccable-man- 
ner, and a ſincere concern to promote 


A pu intereſt of piety und virus. 
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INCE' it is ſo evident that à unifor- 
e in zn tue theory, and een the 


prudite of Yeligioti; is by no mean to be 


ene +665) % 
expeRted, or inssed aue, in the 
Sregitet 45 ee 5 21t] 8 
en ſay; /pethips,/ 4 that the powers, of 
in this matter; the one by making creeds and articles 
1 07 faith, and conſtituting the modes of worſhip ; 
— laws," 09 dr of 'eniformity; to 


46 vp : 3 ; 
method has been tried, but inſtes 


roducing the 


und every man's. own conſcience. The belief of its © 


doctrines, and ,prafice of its duties, muſt be matter 
of. free choice, the reſult of inward conviffien, md not of 
external force, and therefore, till uniformity can be pro- 
ply the place of exthoritative compelfon ; ſuch an ener- 

in matters o 


— 


o 


* 
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chooſing for themſelves, as we. claim ſor 


NES WE _— 
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preſent ſtate of ov wr nora 


penſible duty muſt be ,MUTVAL FOR+ 
BEARANCE, | granting. to others the 
ſame indiſputable right of jndging and 


ourſelves in this caſe; laying aſide. al 
wrath, bitterneſs, and evil ſpeakings ; 


putting on charity, cultivating, univerſal 


benevolence and peace, All this.is.ſy 


den would think we might 


2th h r et eee reel ner 
ria + „ a ee, SS EY 


- and' no better than à -prefumptuous/ invaſion of the ſa- 
cred preragative of the Lonp of conſtiente.” 


. The moſt ee nal means of progucings piſormity 
in religion, upon e 
conviction, would be to deprive the common pebple of 
the uſe of | the Bible, in their mbther tongue; and 
oblige them to receive their religion from the diftates 


| of tbeic Rinne guide on. It way by this mes 


the church of Rome kept up her ſovereignty over the 
onfciencts of min for ages, wich » ſurprizibg Cegree | 
of uni, The giving the Bible to the cdmmon | 
people, ina language they underſtood, gave the deep- | 
elt woung. ta her ceclehaſtical deſpotiſm, and contri- 


be any ching (ae « mean) to the effeRing | 
the Proteſtant Reformation in which we glory. 


Lens 1 ; 


7 1 
| vu in his cooler mombnts, Whither 
this is not lar mo## Ugrbtable" to the ge. 
ulis of the goſpel,” than that deſpotit, 
perſecuting. an Ipirit he in ſo 
fond of indulging; f6 however, the great 
apoftle Paul feems to have "thought, 
ana an kit ardent "concern for the 
Putity bt the golpel döctrinet ind wor. 
ſhip!" fröm What he hat faid iu the thin 
teenth and fourteenth chapters of his 
Epiſtſe o the Romaps 1 the thirteenth 
chapter of his firſt Epiſtle. to the n. 
thians, and in many other places. The 
FFF 
» 50d people in all parties, bolding the 
main. leading priociples of Chriſtianity, 
7 8 ats for the ptejudices of ore the © 
- want. of better information, and. many 
other circumſtances that often. give a 
wrong bias to the moſt upright mind. 
"The charth en Wat, at one Ame 
Sth Is 6.44 a. 54 2 [55 miſerably 


[ww]. 
miſerably; degenerated, and bewildered 
in their religious uotions; but the apoſile 
did not, (as many of our hot heads would. 
have done,) unchriſian them. We ſhould. 
in theſe caſes ever remember that we 
are, at moſt, pleaders at the har, not judges 
an the bench, as a good man once ſaid, - 
Some of the Socinzen dottrints do in - 
deed, appear to many of us, 8X TREME+ 
LY UNSCREPTURAL, to lay the beſt go. 
 atendency ſubverſive of the diſtiaguiſhing 

doctrines of the goſpel, and conſequently 
prejudicial to the intereſt of pure evan» 
gelical piety and virtue, as well as highly 
derogatory to the honour of the S4. 
\ VIOUR. The wood, hay, and flubble, the 
apoſtle ſpeaks of as diſgraceful 0 the 
up; yet the builders themſelves ſa. 
ved, though ſo as - by fire: For, it muſi 
be acknowledged, that however wide 


of the truth ' 

3 - 
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taſk of returning 
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„ — anda difirence- 
5 between them and Deiſm : though it 
| tnuſt-alſo-be; confeſſed; chat the tran- 
- fition trom the former to the latter, is 
e ſo eaſy and natural to the minds of 


half enlightened ſpeculatiſis (with which 
the world abounds) that it is no wonder 
the number of infidels ſhuld be ſo en- 


creaſed and encreafing, as we find, by ſad 


experience, it is; Whilſt, on the other 


do dhe former is ſo ſhort, and attended 
with ſo ſew difficulties, it appears ſur- 


priſing that any of the more ſober and 


ſhould hold it out as they do, - againſt 


indeed, the caſe is, the farther the mind 


of fallen man departs from the humble 
4implicity- of truth, the harder is the 
to it. Add to this, 
ee eden with too much 

912 _ - eonfidence 
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dee tele regard e Wwe panifitr 8 

grate of Custer tutificd," which id 

the "Wifdon ard tie power of GD 

ſalvation} and which gives the Chriſtian 

doQrine all its prevailing enttgy. Wirk- 

our theſe conſiderations it would be 

very difficult to afſigh” a reaſon, "why 2 | 

ſerious Tf, whetticr”Few/br Cots,” 3 

or  Mahorietan, ſhould ſo — 
condeſcending” Chtiftians; for, except 
ing the ide of the golpel itſelf being 
of divine original, or à preter- natura 
revelation from the Goh of truth, ta fat 
ealily demonſtrated to an humble mind) 
there is nothing required byitheſe theo- 
logical 'refiners, as matter of belief, but 
what « Fhe;f might admit, without doing 
any great. violence to his prejudices or 
degrading his reaſon; Not onty the very 
obnoxious'do&rines of the Trinity, and 
of the dizrnity of CHRuSr, even in their 
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x ofthe pro-eriflence of Cunior, bis mira- 


5 | exons conception. and. death as a proputia- 
', | toy ſacrifice forthe fins of men, or of 


_ their, ſalvation through the merits.of his 
medlistion, and the power of his grace, 
which were ſuch funbling. blocks to the 
Jun, and to, the Greeks, fooliſhneſs ;, all 
theſe dofrines are ſo. ſoftened 3 by 
ſome oſ our rationaliſts, and by othert 
of them ſo entirely given up, a8 not to 
leave. even the leaſt occaſion of any 
ſerious o offence, to any ſober Theiſt*,. * 
- . But though the ſentiments of theſe 
gentlemen, may appear to us exceedingly 
exroneous, and of a tendency. rous 


quently, that it is our duty to oppoſe 


their progreſa to the utmoſt of our 
. TY PAD eli ale ths 246th % power; 


_ - ® Dr. Tillotſon, Vol, iii. Page 884, intimates, 
that the, Jeſuit miſſioners among the Chineſe, to 


avoid the offence the notion of 4 crucified Saviour 


_ would give them, denied that Canter was cruci- 
fied; aſſerting that it was an invention of the Jews to 
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power; yet we neu terhenibe?, 
chat it is ulſo our duty d take pat 
tieu lar care, that dur moſt! zenloud ch 
forts: may be akways under the govern. 
ment of that candour and benevolente 


| which'diſtinguiſhes ee ſpirit of Chriſti- 


anity from 'that of the world? and tb 
which'\we are naturally led by the con- 
ſciouſneſs of onr own fullibility.” He 
ever miſtaken theſe-pebple” may be" yer 
while they continue % oh Jesus 
Cunur as their Lon p and SA Vu, 
ſupport his cauſe in general, as the chuſe 
of truth) and lead-pious' und virtuous 
lives, we ſhould not deny them the 
hondur of the Chriſtian” name] rank 
them amongſt abſolute inſidlels, and 
conſign them to eternal perdition, as too 
many do: They have ſtill à right to a 
e of fraternal aeQton®; and we 
9495 Bait wilt 75. ſhould 

n „ e and Er 
e his hearers wWhond 
he charges with the borrid guilt of * 


Son of Gov, his brethren, Acts ii. 17, - T6; 


. 


| hould pity and pray for them, and by 

all rational means endeavour to reclaim 
tem; but by no means vevile and per- 
7 ſecute them, or even hunt an hair of 
34 4heir bead. Wis 195% ien bop 2 by 
leis ade ha limndh, the the 
panty; which. cim 3 kind of-erc/ufve 
Tight 10 the reveted title of orthodoxy, 


in religion then their opponents, whom 

| abey are ſo Jarward to brand with the 
' BLACK MARK @#DAMNABLE HERESY; 
and flatter. fhemſelves that they pleaſe 

by this ſpirit of violence ! It mul, 


Jance olf candour: appears to be much ip 
 Hayour of the latter. "Accordingly we 
And, that bil aur vehemently . orthodox 
nib re: 244 24:3! 087 144-2 22276 2 brethren, 


94 yay" Ms {4 * bk F7; - + vo 7 
- 


are generally more diſpoſed to intoleranae 


8-01-07" 


by 
11 
25 


4 


2 
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veils" in cler Swe N. 


tings and diſcourſes, To often work up 
their reſentment againſt the errors they 


 6ppole, beyorid due bounds, aud deal 


out their anathemas ſs freely, their anth-. 


_ goniſls diflinguiſh themſelves by argu 
| cloſely, aud with a moderition that 5 


them honour; and, at the fame time 

tends very ſtrongly to prejudice the a 
thinking mind in favour of their ſen. 
timents. Happy would it be for the 


intereſt! of religion, if "our orthodox 


champions, would in this e 


low their enample. Wren vo 


* . 


el ab bel doceri,” 1 


© Themed ee eee e 
generally more inclined to hearken to 


ments ol the candid and benevolent, 


and ho are moſt diſpoſed to all 


them the liberty of examining . the ſub- 
, and determining for them- 
Hy". ſelves, 


the reaſonings, and embrace the ſenti- 


7 


{( on) 

Telyes, than, to thoſe of a wrathful, over: 
„ Las 81 

. Wheneyer our zeal for Go o is. 92 
id the headſtrong paſſions of our de- 
praved nature, and actuated hy them, it 
: will always, exceed the bounds preſeri- 
bed to it by, the u Idem that is from 
above j ant when it does ſo, will be ſo 
far from convincing our opponents of 


the truths we contend for, that it will 


confirm them the mare in their ſuppaſed 
errors. Hoyever warm our love of 
truth, it ſnould be always governed in 

its operations by the love of Gon,. and of 
our relglbour. There is more of the 


male volent ſpirit of Satan, than of that 
bhithe meek and bene volent Jrsvs, in 


perſecuting and anathemizing one ano- 
ther, on the account of our different 

| ſentiments in religion.” We never find 

| . the apoſtles reviling, or, in any ſhape, 
3 perſecuting, even the Heathens, but en- 
a to * * by the 
| moſt 
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woll aſeRionate  entreatios, o PR 
their dumb idols, and ſerve the living Gov, 
And with the fame benevolent ſpirit, 
they exhort Chriſtians, notwithflanding 
any difference'of opinion about the modes 
of faith and worſhip, to LOVE ONE AN O- 
MER I fOLLOW THE THINGS THAT 
MAKE FOR PEACE, and. aſſectionately 
unite in the defence ol their common 
Chriſtianity“ . But in ſpite of common 
ſenſe; as well as apoſtolic exhortations 
to Cbeiſtian charity, the zealow of all 


OY «*% rue i, K 4 4. 
* . 0. W % 15 e 
ede as dh U to the cauls of 


Chriſtianity, and fo greatly promoted that oi infidelity,. 
as Chriſtians perſecuting one another, The ſervants of 


God, though commanded to contend and ſtrive for 


we mia j yet are charged not 1 frive, but with the 


force of reaſon and argument, to be gentle toward} 


all men, apt to tench, patient ; in mechaeſa inflrutiing 


* thoſe; who oppoſe themſelves, . That is, muſk nat 
uſe any kind of external force, but confine themſelveq 
entirely to the means of internal conviRtion und Wor 


modtſtration of the truth. 


* 


6286 


ly prone to go the other (and as they 


think the ſhorter) way to work; and by 


Ekleing jeslouſſes and ſuſpicions. of 


ſions, and thereby inſlaming their mu- 
ta} animoſities, work themſelves up to 
all the outrageous. e a e 
tion, and glory in it. 5 

This is too . e Gude 


| between the two great religious parties 


in this nation, viz. the: adherents to the 


 effabliſked church, and the diffenters from 
it. It is really afflifting to the ſober 


ſriends of tho peace and welfare of their 
country, to meet with ſo many inſtam. 
matory paragraphs; as we continually do, 
in our news-papers, and magazines, and 
even in ſome. ſermons, an other pam - 


phlets; which are fo far from anſwer- 
ing any good end to che public, chat they 


lail of anſwering. bas wh fs Hill 


* 
* 
* 
of 

Ks 
u- 
to 

Us 


& 4 — 
> 


2 
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i SAME 


4h; 


_ nearer the hearts of the authors, even the. 
little paltry end of promoting their own. 


party intereſt ; and, in ſhort, ſerve oply- 


' tb provoke each othert neſemumeut. 
I be violent partizan of the eſtabliſhed. 


church tells, us, in his uſual, tone of 


_ gver-bearing angry acal, that the diſſen- 


ters are all republicans, and conſequently . 
ſworn enemies to both church. and+ 


fate; and on this ground, endeavours, = 


by all poſſible means, to excite "the: 
jealouſy and indignation of, the, ruling. 
powers againſt them, and perſuade them 
to. exercile ſome of their wholeſome 4 


ſeyverities upon ſuch, pr/tilent: fellows, 


Whereas, in fast, taking allthe diſſenters 
together, there will ſcaroely be lound 
6 ere er an 

e | . OP: 


| gal aa 
of them, declares himſclf a. fancere friend to, ous 
civil conſtitution and form M $750 
ſiting of King, Lotds, ant Commons, || 


0 1e 2 


(ws) 


an 25 onrpreferit eonflitanive. | 
| However it is certain that 'republicaniſm 
ws by no means the neceſſary conſe- 

- quence'of dſſenting ſrom the eſtabliſhed 
church; and that there ate really more 
republicans within the pale of the church 
(at leaſt nominally ſo than among the 
religious part of the diſſenters; even the 

famous Thomas Paine declares he iy not 
2 \Profbjterian ; and there is no doubt 

of the truth of his declaration, In fact, 

the main body of the violent Aicklers, ' NF * 

for liberty, and particularly for republi. 

_ caniſm, are Deifts or-Atheifts, men of no 

religion atall. So that the high 'chureb-: | 
man, in-the'cagerneſs of has neat for 
he ſafety of the church; has thrown him- 
ſelf upon a wrong ſcent,” and miſerably 
3 the objett of his reſentement. 

There is, indeed, no fact in the world 
more notorious, than that the generalily 
Protgſant thſſenters have been for 
along . Heady, 


zealous, 


** : 


t 9 5 


zealous,” and ſincere friends: to al 
Proteſtant religion, under whatever ex- 
ternal ſorm it may appear, and to the 


civil conſtitution of this country, 36 


ſeuled at the Revolution; particularly 
fo 10 the ſucceſſion of the crown in 
the illuſtrious Hue f | Hanover." In the 
rebellions which took place in the years 
fifteen and forty-five, the Protellant dif 
enters were ainongſt the foremoſt that 


diſtinguiſhed | themſelves as truly loyal 
ſubjeRs. | Not a man of them appears 


| _ amongſtthe/adberents to the Pretender, 
which is more than their enemies can 


hay of themſelves. j end they have. con- 
tinued the ſame: attachment to this 


ay. Some few. among them, indeed, 
- (though a very few) provoked. by the 


inſolence of the perſecuting zealots on 


too great vehemence in ſavour of their 
civil and religious rights and liberties, 


. reſpecting the * j | 


1 


AN 


(a) 


in har; and way have' talked and writ- 
ten in a ſtile too peremptory; but their 
 comduRt has n 
by the gene al body: for, though they 
conſider thoſe laws as unjuſt and oppreſ. 
| ſive, reſpeRiing'themſelyes, and calculss 
 _ ted to expoſe religion. to the | ſcorn of 
its enemies, by proſtituting one of its 
waoyſt ſacred inſtitutions, to fer politi · 
" cal purpoſes, Which aſter all it does not 
ſerve, at it avails only to the eneluſion 
and opens the door to the profane and 
vicious infidel yet they mean not to 
ſeek deliverance from theſe evils, but 
in a fair, open, peateable, conſtitutional 
ou! Which n have a right 
10 do. $. Anette 
| „ W eee 
their part, has; unhappily, awakened 
"the vety irritable /pirit of high ' charch- 
%, and; put. it into a tertible- ferment 3 
that the 5 — "affrighted 


"Sb F 2 ö 


ſincerely -condemnied = 


» © * 5 1 _ =__ cs \ > 


tam} 


muleitude, poſſeſſed by it, enn ſaarcely * 


2alk,'or, even think of any thing, but of 
the eminent MH warner" 


the machinations of the diſſenterss. And. 


0 enforce the , tremendous : idea the 
mae [affecually, wo are: reminded of 


the tuin brought upon it by the abetters 


al che Oliuarian democracy. This outcry 


541 tk * 1 au: nes. 2. #4} 1 43; leads ; 


„tt Bara e by =p {on 


Pads Was; ede ) ied W. 


us long Gad we. hoped, everliſiing) embers ü 2d 
bes It went — LN N. 

igotted m is to t 
a bed, aki , bet ebe, 


even 


| the: leaf foundation in truth, as many years euperi- 


n 
- \ the intole rant, perſ .of ber praſaſta 
friends 8 If exer ſhe is ruiged, it will 
be owing to the ficrilegious violence of their hands, 
und dt 26 tho-<ifſlenters; their fervent and fincere_ 


2 * , general, -i3, 46 lin peanbiy w N 


kth 1 ſeek i 63 Hl of 

W itizens. not 7 
ä — ba del Nan 12 
ede notes deprive widely) — 


tigerty, but to enjoy their c. 


; L 1 
leads our touchy diſſenting bretbren, to. 
remind us, on the other hand, of, the | 
perſecuting tyranny of the church party 4 
In 1632, &c. when ſo many of their 5 
fore fathers, and their families, were | 
_ . "ruined, as to this world, merely for wor- | 

ſhipping Gop according to the dictates 
of their conſciences ; and, with-ſerious 
concern, obſerve how, much of the ſame 
| perſecuting malevolence now poſſeſſes 
the heart, of the high churchman ;—» 
ho ardently he pants ſor an opportunity | 
of. pouring out his indignation upon his 

non conſorming neighbours ; and how 

eagerly he catches at every-occaſion; 
even the moſt. innocent, of repreſenting 
them as a dangerous ſet of people, aim- 
ing at the deſtruftion of both church and 
Aate, than ons. be ren 
falſe, unjuſt, and landerous. ſow, 
_ Inſtead of thus provoking one RON | 
todiſcord, hots ſtrife, and thus mutu- 
| | . S ; of 


cc) 

© ef theirdepraved nature, would ĩt not be 
infinitely better, to provoke one onother 4 
lote and goed works f—To cheriſh the 
and mutual forbearance? Study the things 
that ma le for peace, and tend to edifica- 

tion in the divine life ? Certainly it 

would :—It would be far more be- 

coming the Chriſtian character, to which 

they pretend, and moſt effefually pro- 

mote... their mutual happineſs. It wv 

afflifting, yea eveniaſtoniſhing, to a con- 

ſiderate mind, to ſee ſuch monſtrous in- 

conſiſtency and .extremity of folly, as 

that above hinted, amongſt people pro- 

felag- the wiſe, the bene volent, the  ' | 

peaceable religion of /Jz$U8,—If Chriſ- | 

tians indeed, as both ſides pretend (and 

many of them are) are they not t 

children of the ſame heavenly father 

—Do. not they hold the ſame general 

principles of religious faith and praQtice? 

yt | I . tertain 


TS 


tertain the hope of the ſatne eternal I 


life and glory ) Why then hate, villify, 


and perſecute one another Why 


- ſhould one party claim a right of judging 


of teligion, and not allow the "ſame 
liberty to the other, when neither will 
dare to ſet up for infallibility ö If 
there be in the world, any one parti- 
cular eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, to which 
the actual enjoyment” of that Hberty, in 
26s fulleſt txtent, can. be really dangerous; 
it muſt be, becaufe Tuck | conſtitution is 


founded upon wrong principles ; for, it 


is certain, that ſuch· liberty and pute 
evangelical truth can never be at vari- 
ance, or in the leaſt — n aac 
ous to each ather. 

The keslots on both ſides miſtake the 
| — and go the way to defeat 
their own favourite ends and purpoſes; 


Tho wrath of man worketh 7 ber the right! 2 
5 oujneſs of CoD. A juſſ eauſe | oi 2 
1 7181 | cer 2 


FP 
76 
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not the unnatural aid of perſecution; in 
any ſhape, to ſupport it; and an unjuſt 
one always injures itſelf by "ſuch mea: 
fures, by provoking the reſentmentof the 
ſufferers; and Scene the Se | 
upon-4nquiry. vp 2141-0} 

The blefſed 'God who' TRE 15 | 
to peace, has ſolemnly” charged us i 
follow” it with all men, and forbeur one 
another" in” love. Theſe are great "and 
efential duties, in compariſon of which 
even the moſt flaming zeal in ſupport 
of our reſpettive #ofiruits, is leſs tad 
nothing and vanity; and, indeed, as it 
is too often managed, an heinous ſin in 
the ſight of GoB. — There is, in ſhort, 
no ſurer ſign of a weak len un a bad. 
heart in any man, 'than his hating and 
perſecuting thoſe who differ from him 


in teligion. It is the very mark that 


diſtinguiſhes the followers'of the Anti- 
chriſtian beaſt. Fr 

Ane be ever remembered, t har 

. L the 


[136 J 


the ſpirit "of * inquiry, in its fulleſt 
extent, if prudently conducted, is per- 
ſetily conſiſtent with that of Chriſtian 
- £candour, moderation, and charity. We 
may certainly ſearch after truth, exa- 
mine the various pretenſions to it, with 


the greateſt freedom, and even differ 


from one another in our ideas about it, 
without the leaſt angry reſentment or 
auimoſity. We ſhould, however, be 
exceedingly careful not to abuſe this 
liberty to any licentious purpoſes ;— 
not to ſay or write any thing that may 
give the. leaſt juſt occaſion of offence ; 
or excite any angry contentions, and 
party diſcords, either in chureh or 
late ; eſpecially when the ruling pow- 
ers there, though they may be thought 
to aſſume too much, in ſome Inſtances, 
yet lay no pains or penalties upon us, 
but what may be borne, conſiſtently 
with our more eſſential duties to Gop 
and our eonſciences, and the general 
95 ö E peace 
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peace and welfare of our country ; 
which is the caſe with the diſſenters 
amongſt us They may be reaſonably 


and ſafely allowed to unite in the com- 


mon cauſe of liberty, and by ſober 
arguments, peaceable remonſtrances, and 
petitions, endeavour to perſuade our 
governors to leave religion to ſtand. upon 
its own bottom of rational conviftion, 
without the application of any external 
force, leaving every man to judge for 
himſelf about it : But until ſuch per- 
ſuaſion takes place, they ſhould be 
content to bear their reproach with pati- 
ence in the modeſt uſe of. thoſe means 
of deliverance. . 

Were this their —_— and con- 


duct in general, thoſe poor cre@ures 


who are now ſo paſſionately fond of 
hat appears to them to bear the aw- 
ful ſtamp of ANTIQUITY, would not 
be fo terribly frightened at the idea of 
INNOVATION as they are; and in pro- 

L 2 portion 


[ 8] 
portion, as their fears ſubſide; their 


minds. wilt be open to conviction, and 
the truth in time prevail. They would 


7 perceive, in many inſtances, that what 


| venerated as ANTIQUITY, was in 
reality INNOVATION, and what they 
called I NNOV AT oN, nothing but AN- 
CIENT TRUTH reſtored to its promitive 
2880 However, 

| According to this view- of things we 
may, upon the whole, very july con- 


| clude, that they who will ſcrioully and 
deliberately aſſert, that there is no oc- 


caſion for any reformation ; ; no room for 
any improvement in our preſent conſlitu- 
tion in church“ and ſtate, happy as in 
the main it is, muſt be amazingly infa- 
tuated 6 their 9 and miſerably 


loſt 


* There may be a reformation i in the church withs 
out overturning it; or without deſtroying thoſe fun- 


damental prineiples, by which it is Py frqm 


other chur ches, 


9 7 * 
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loſt to all common ſenfe, at feaſt to the 


proper uſe of it. 


On the other hand, the man that 
under the ſpecious pretence of applying 
a remedy for the evils of either, and 


with the cry of liberty in his mouth, 


but with the ſpicit of hirention/neſs 7 


his heart, is continually lowing the ſee 
of diſcontent amongſt his fellow citizens, 
and by irritating their paſſions, endea- 


vours to provoke them by acts of vie- 


lence to overturn the whole ſyſtem, muſt 
be as infatuated, and his zeal for. retor - 


mation be little ſhort of real madneſs,- — 


There is certainly a. MIDDLE Wax, in 
this caſe, which is not only the woſt 


ſafe, but alſo the- moſt ſure and effec- 


tra /; and which the wiſe-and the good 
who love order and peace, will. always 
wiſh to chooſe. May they doſoin the 
particular circumſtance - before. us, and 
proceed in it to the utter deſtruction 
of: all tyranny and oppreſſion on the 

1 3 | © one 


8 dv. mtr. aditwt...tmhe. oo. . 
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one hand; and all anarchy and confuſion 
To on the other! | s 


E Stakes ee e confilia 
Mora, valeſcunt,“ 


The divine Providence, always guided 
by infinite wiſdom, and ſupported by 


Almighty Power in its operations, ap- 


Pen now, more than ever, to be direQ- 


ing its courſe, with increaſing ſpeed, 


towards its grand object, the happineſs | 
of marikind in the enjoyment of univer- 


fal l:ght, liberty, and virtue; and, though 


ever ſo ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the wit 


and power of the eccleſiaſtical and po- 


1 litical tyrants of this world, will moſt 
- affuredly prevail in due time. There is, 
therefore, no occaſion for the friends of 
this happineſs to put - themſelves into 
any intemperate commotions, or uſe any 


ſort of violence, i in order to accompliſh 
their wiſhes, -He that fitteth in the hea- 


vent ſees and laughs at the fooliſhneſs 


- of { 


= 
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on of the wifddm, and the impoteney of the 
5 rage, of all thoſe who ſet themſelves 
againſt HIM, and his ANnoinTeD. Let 
us then be ill, and know that he is God, 
whofe ' counſel ſhall ſtand againſt all 


d oppoſition from the moſt powerful male- 

Yy volence of his creatures. Let us make 

p uſe of no weapons, in the ſupport of his 

I kingd:m, but thoſe of inftruftion and ra- 

d, tional perſuaſion, animated by that hope 

ſs which an humble confidence in his | 
r= faithful promiſes tends to inſpire. This „ 
h is the true and only ground on Which | 
it we may juſtly expect to meet with the : 

* concurring aid of the n e in 

t our favour. | 

s, As to our conduft reſpeling our fo. 

" cial' rights and liberties as men and fek 

0 low citizens, it ſhould, undoubtedly, be 


y regulated entirely by the benevolent ſpi- 
h . Tit of the goſpel, and the public welfare. 
bs GqvERNMENT i an ordinance of GO, 
s for the 600QD of: mankind ; and, as ſuch, 


ws 4, 4 l 9 2 
aa it 
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it is our indiſpenſible duty to ſubmit, to 
deen unjuſt; oppreſſive, and tyran- 
mical adminifiration of it, may, and ought | 

. to be firenuouſly reſiſted, in the ſober 

, "Peaceable uſe, of-thoſe means which the 


our country, put into our hands, care- 
fully avoiding all ſuch violent meaſures 
as, tend to enſſame the paſſions of the 
idle and profligate multitude, and ex- 
cite them to riot and plunder ; the 
conſequence. of which, would be the 
utter ſubverſion of all good govern- 
ment, upon which the happineſs of 
ſociety ſo eminently depends. 

In a word, if we cannot preſerve 
the civil rights of our country, with- 
out- departing from our Chriſtian prin» 
ciples, or that line of duty to Gop 
and man which our benevolent religion 
has preſcribed to us, let us give them up, 
and reſolve to bear the calamity with pa- 
tience; if Chriſtians, indeed, the divine 
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promiſe aſſures us of à better country, 
even an heavenly ; where all the felicity 
of which our nature is capable, will be 
enjoyed, in the higheſt perfection, through 
the endleſs ages of eternity ! The con- 
templation of this idea, in the lively 
exerciſe of that faith which is the evidence 
of things not ſeen, will afford us the ſweet- 
eſt and moſt effeftual conſolations in all 
the afflictive trials of life, and illuminate 
even the dark valley and ſhadow of death 
with the dawn of a moſt glorious im- 
mortality! 
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APPENDIX. 
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Asa farther Demanſiration of the Loyalty, 
of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, and the 
fulleſt confutatzon of the unjuſt and li- 

| bellous charges brought againſt them 

by their. enemies, the following au- 


| thentic paper is here inſerted. 


— 


— — — 


5 King's Head Tavern, Poultry, Dec. 13, 1798, 
AT a numerous GENERAL MEET- 
ING, of the DyeuUT1ts from the 
ſeveral Congregations of PROTESTANT 
DissENTERSõ, in and near 1223 con- 
vened for the ſpecial purpoſe of decla- 
ring their ſentiments on the ſubjea of 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, 5 
: / On 


C&) 


On a motion being made and ſeconded, 
ResoLveD UNAN IMOUSLY, | 


| That 3 it is expedient and proper for 
this meeting to make -a declaration of 
their ſentiments on the Conſtitution of 


Great Britain. 
A declaration in writing being produ- 


ced; the ſame Was "ren to be read as 
| follows: | 

We feel ourſelves called upon, at 
the preſent period, publickly to de- 
« clare our firm attachment to the Con- 
© ſlitution of Great Britain, being per- 
* ſuaded that it ic encellent in its prin- 
* ciples, and wiſely framed for the ex- 
| <4 tenſion of ſolid n and ou 
« Iiporey.” 

ng | always has been, and ſtill conti- 
« nues to be, our determined reſolution 
1 to contribute our beſt endeavours to 
66 maintain and preſerve, by all means in 
our power, the Conflitution of this 

| ___ kingdom, 


, \ 


(ww ] 
* kirigdom,- conſiſting of King, Lords, 
„ and Commons; at the fame time we 
* rejoice, as Britons, that one great me- 
&« rit, of this invaluable Conſtitution Js, 
that it contains within atfelf the means 
both of re form and improvement. 
HFaving thus, in the moſt unequivo- 
% cal manner, declared our ſentiments. 
at this critical juncture, it is a pleaſing 
reflection that this declaration is in 
perfect conſiſtency with the condutt 
* of the Proteſtant Diſſenters ever ſince 
„the glorious Revolution of 2688, 
* which we confider as the baſis of the 
* Conſtitution, and which happily con- 
« duced to. the eftabliſhment of the pre- 
* ſent royal family on the throne.” 
RESsOTVED UNANIMOUSLY, 
That the above declaration be agreed 
to and ſigned by the Chairman, and pub- 
liſhed in the morning and evening pa- 
pers, and by ſuch other methods as the 
Chairman {ſhall direct. | 


RESOLVED 


r 
Krset vz UNANIMOUSLY © 
That the thanks of this meeting be gi- 


ven to the Chairman for calling them to- 


gether, and for his impartial conduct. 
8 = Z. JEFFERIES, CHAIRMAN. 
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EFFECTS of VANITY: 


O R, A 


Mary Meanwell and Kitty Pertly, a Tale. 


Written for the Uſe, of SUNDAY SC OOLS, 2 


82 The Analytical Review for Auguſt, 1791, pives the 


£ following character of this work. _ 

« This admirable little tale is ſo well calculated to 
impreſs the moſt uſeful leſſons on the minds of a neg- 
lefted claſs of out fellow creatures, that we highly 
teſpe& the woman, (for we have been informed that 
It is a female production] who, with ſuperior abili- 
ties, condeſcends to employ her pen on ſuch an hum- 
ble ſubjeR.—There appears ſo much judgment and 
e 2300 in this unaſſuming lady's arclefs inſtructi- 
ons, that we mult requeſt her not to lay aſide her 

en, but continuctg avail herſelf of a turn for obſer- 


5 which enables her to ſpeak to the heart, , 


whilſt ſhe informs the underſtanding.” 

The Critical Review for September, 17941, ſays, it is 
A plain, moral tale, told witn judgment and pro- 
piety.” Siding big 
| | HENLEY: 

Printed and Sold by G. NORTON; 
Sold alſo by Scatcherd and Co. Ave-Maria Lane 
Parton and Ha » Grace-church Street; C. _ 
T. Cheyne, Sweeting's Alley, Cornhill ; Cham- 


te and Whitrow, Jury-ſtreet. Aldgate; W. 
ane, Leadenhall-ſtreet ; G. Sael, Newcaftle-ſtreet, 


Strand, and ' Pantin and Bliſs, Weſt Smithfield, - 


London ; J. Fletcher and J. Cooke, Oxford ; W. 
Watts, Abingdon ; and all other Bookſellers, 
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Hiſtory of James and Thomas, a Tale. 
Written for the Uſe of SUNDAY SCHOOLS, | 


Thie book is publiſhed with 2 view of inculcas 
ting 'morality, honeſty, and induſtry, in the riſing 
generation, and to ſhew them the ſad conſegueuces 


of a vicious and idle courſe of life.” —Gentleman's 


* Magazine, October, 179. 


be ory is told ib a plain and ' proper Ayle, 
and the moral is ſtrictiy Law's This „ 
properly adapted to the benevolent inſtitution for 
which it was deſigned,” —Critical Review, Nov. 1790. 


_ *This ſimple little tale ſeems calculated toimprove 
and intereſt the Ehildren for whoſe aſe it was written 
and we therefore recommend it to the notice of 
the promoters of thee uſeful inftitution, Sunday 


Schools, Who will find it à {cnfiBle, moral perform- 


ance,” Analytical Review,” January, £792. 


The Montlify” Review for January, 1794, ſpeaki: 
of the above'publications, ſays, They gy — we 
ſtructive tales, the one adapted to boys, the other to 
girls, to ſtimulate” them'to learning, by ſhewing the 
advantages to which it leads, and the evil te 
of idlenefs; ind a want of a duc cdugution,”” © 
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